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GC/GR/104 ' Paris
Jan 19 1831

My dear Palmerston,

: I know not whether the secret & con-
fidential despatch of Mr Percy is worth the expense of a
speclal Messenger from Berne but as the Regular Paris
Courier does not go till Friday, I thought it well to
avail myself of the opportunity to tell you what had
passed between Sebastiani & myself thls morning about
M.de [ calles 7] & Belgium,

1 5till hope & believe that both the King & Sebastlanl
wish to avoid war, at least for the present, & I was the
more pleased with the pacifick & mild Tone of Sebastiani
this morning, because I knew, he had yesterday, (indeed he
acknowledged it,) an Hours conversation with LaFayette,
whom he considers to he so much the Leader of the Propagandasts,
Aas to express his persuasion that the Revolutionlists can
do nothing in foreign Countries without his knowledge &
Sanction, Sebastianl expressed great Interest in the pre-
gservation of Tranquillity in Ireland; he said he had not
peen able to discover any connection between the Propa-
gandists here & the Irish agitators, that ILaFayette was
positive that no such connection exlsted, & that although
the French Port office never opened Letters lI]! yet past
Enquiries he had made respecting the number of lLetters, &
the addresses, which passed between Paris & Ireland, 1t was
evident that the correspondence between the two countries
pad much diminished. He assured me of his Headlness, to
give every assistance in detecting Plots, if the French Govt
could be of any use, & again repeated what I belleve 1 men-
tioned in a former Letter or Despatch, that a Revolution in
England would be destructive of social order all over the
world.

The object of my conference this morning was the commun-
ication of your despateh No.9. 210 respecting Portugal &
Sardinlia - on both his Language was most friendly & satis-
factory, but I must defer my Report of it until Friday,.

Yours ever slncerely

Granville,



GC/O0R/182 - paris -
July 18 1851

&

My dear Palmerston,

1 have recelved your Note with the
Tnclosure written by Mr O'Reilly. I have not thought 1t
worth while to trouble you with an account of the trans-
action to which his Letter refers, It appears that my
Fredecessor, of which I was not aware, had given permlssion
to a Mr [Ivers ? | to use his Seal, & send off packets in
the Ambassadors name, for the Times Newspaper. The lotlons
of this Mr [Ivers 7 [ were watched, & representations were
made by perSens in the rost-0flice that Letters for the
[Tuchess de Bessi 7] were transmitted in these Packets,
whether these represenbations had thelr Source_in %the
[rivalship 3] of the Morning Herald, which el Ivers §4
asserts, I cannot ascertaln. Nr O'Reilly is in error, in
supposing that Mr[iver%»ﬁ] had permission from me to send
under my Seal; 1L was “Bfen aware of the transmission of such
Packets, until Sebastianl showed them bo me, wlth Ambassadeur
dtangleterre written at the corner, & all sealed by Lord
Stuarts Seal. The contents B8 of the Packels which were
opened in wy Presence were of an harmless character. I
declined reading Lord Stuarts Letter, of which HMr O'Rellly
maxes mentlon.

1 have through Sebastlanl put Mr Conway, the correspond~
ent of the Times, in communication with the Directer of the
Ports, for the purpose of facllitaling the conveyance ol his
packages without my Neme being employed. I thought it not
altogether unwise to give this accommodation to the Times
Hewspapers

Yours ever sincerely

Granviile.

Sepastiani has reguested me, if 1 have ever any urgent
communication to make Lo you to make use of the Calals
Pelegraph for that purpose; & he begs that in case you wish
to communicate to me any thing very rapldly, you wlll direct
the English Consul to apply bo the Hayor of Calais to for-
ward by Telegraph such comaunication.



Refys GR/GC 197
Parisy August 8, 1831

1iy Dear Palmerston,

Perier ig very anxious to know whal the Buglish Gov, think or say
of the entrance of the French army into Belglum. When I met him
at Sebe's two hours ago, he asked me in much earnestness, if, I
had heard nothing. I told him of the artiele in the 'Couriert

of Saturday evening, which pretends to siatey as from authority
that the other powers assented to the measure taken by the French
Gove I told Perier that 1f this aritlele spoke the truth, such assent
could only have been given under the persuasion that he would
retain at the head of the Gove and that he was therefore more than
ever bound not to abandon his post. He said, if he met with fair
support he was willing fo go ony but he could not be in & butte
continuable avec la chanbre.

Jord Willian Russel met off today for Brussels to join Adair,
Ho news from Polandesvssssse

Granville
Another lettery-
PS Saturday mornings-

I return fm lord Granville's letter, which I showed %o loxd Grey
yesterday.~ 4 Delphian proestess could not have answered hetier.

Colte(?)




Ref.: GC/GR 198
Paris, August 10, 1831

lfy Dear Palmerston,

I approve very much of your protocol and give you great credit
for having concocted one, which in so short a time, shall have

been concurred in by all the representétives in the conference,
and ganctioned by your colleagues.

I Bold Perier this morning and jou thought he had put your con~
fidence in hin %o a severe trial, when without any previous under-
gtanding, the French Gov. bad ordered the march of thelr army into
Belglumj he aasurad ne tha:t your confidence was not nigplaced -

% cevdnfentagf trick and deceit as dishonourable
in public affairs, ag in prlvate ‘life, in the end never angwred.
When he spoke to me doubtfully of his majority in the chamber
I said that perhaps the wipopularity of the minister for Foreign
Affairs might lose hinm some votes. That 1s true he answered, but
since I have been, Prime iinister Seb. has acted cordially with me,
and in entire accordance with my ppinions and views, and I sghould
$hink I acted dishonestly by him if I gave hin up in consequence
of » clamour which the press has ralsed againgt him, I begged hinm
not to uwderstand me as complaining of Seb., but he would allow me
to express the wish that, if any change was to take plave with re-
gard to the foreign depariment, he would himself take the portefeullle
His manmer of angwering me gave me reason to think that he wasg not
indisposed to adopt my suggestion. He 1s very anxious, as indeed
you must be, to settle definitely the Dutch and Belgium question.
Men's minds will not be drangillised uwntil it be gettled, and -
after having driven back the Imtch, and saved the Belglans from the
Dutch, the conference will have a right to speak more authoritatively
4o both than they have hither %o done. Has not the K. of Helland
by flying in the face of all the powers, and doing what he could
$o cut all HEurope by the ears forfeiited 311 claim to any grace or
favour fron the conference, luckily for him the interests of other
powers necessitate stipulatdons of which he will have the benefit.

10 otalock PM

I have been at the Palais Royales the accounts from Belgium repre-
gent that the defekt of Daine by the P. of ¢, and the general con-
fasion which prevails at the H( of Leopold will leave to the French



Ref.t GO/GR 198 ( continued )

symy nearly the whole work of driving back the Duich within their
own frontier. The K. asked my opinion as to the sxpediency of lending
an office for Marshal Gerard to the P. of O+ to urge hin to retire
conformably to the expressed opinion of all the great powers, and

to avold a collision with the French army. Seeing nc possible
objection to such a message, I fully acquiesced at the expediency

of taking such a sgtep. I never found the K. so cordial, and so
overflowing with professions of doing nothing but in concert with

Gravvilles



Parig, August 12, 1831

My Dear Palmemtan;

Sebs called out Lamarque for his personality in the debate the
sthrexday before yesterdays they met in the bois de Bologna, but
Lamarqgue made an explanation, if not an apology, and the matier

was nade up without the firing of pistols. I know not whether

it ig this *brﬁ.umph which hag apain set Sebs on hig high horse

but as you will “’!}y ny report of his conversation, he reverted

to that dictatorial tone of which we used to complain, but which
he had given up since he gerved under Cag. Pers. I shall endeavour
to see without loms of time Cas. Pey because if he upholds Seb,

in his notions about raging Maestrichi, and maling the Dubch pay
for having recommended hogtilities, it will look as if the French
Gov. meant to abide by their present engagements. I cannot however
believe that Per. is net honest. The difference between written note
and verbal assurances with regard to the period of the return of
the French army within its own frontier had not escaped me, but as
Pallegrand signed the 31 protocol, and ag the Gove here have decla-
red their concurrence in the contents of it, and ag this declaration
is subsequent to the writien note, it seemed to me better to leave
our cage as it now stands than o sesk for further explanations,

My celleagmﬁeﬁher however did represent that this note fell
short of thelr previous proms&. when he was angwered, ‘we caunot
play with the Duteh at prisonerg ? It cawmot be permitted that as
often as the Dutch have to go in, and out of this our frontier,

we should be obliged to #o the same. Our object is to bring mattiers
to an early derinitive arrangement, and that object would not be
expedited by leaving to the Dubch the power of renewing this in-
vagsion of Belglum, which would happen, if we are obliged to retire
into France, the moment the Duteh army arrives within ifs owmn fron-
tiers

Seb, was imitated today by a despateh from Flahant, which states
that some Frenchman, who, he teld me was gent to him.,. Polish
affairsess

I am very sorry to observe the hogtile language of the monitor
belge against Prussia. I ftrust that Adair will point out to the
Gov,. the folly of allowlng their own newspaper to irritate them
when they ought to conwiliate,

Gramrii}_&-



Ref.: GC/GR 200
Paris, August 12, 1831
My 3)93#??8.1&33:3*&921;

Accounts have been received of the K. of Holland having ordered his
troops to retire, Nagel has had a despatch directing him to annoumce
ite

The e this evening in speaking of the recommendxiimmcement of
hostllities sald 'Le roi d'Holland a gate son affaire,! This banguage
is dadly too consonent to that of his own minister for foreign
affairg this moming, I fear we shall have some warn discussions.

Granville.

Ref.: GC/GR 201
Paris, August 14, 1831
My Dear Plmerston,

My despatches contain nothing which will enable you to satiafly

or repress your guestioning opponenis in the house of commons,
and I really know not what exouse you can offer for the French
gov not withdrawing their troops from Belgium, when once the Dutch
have retired within their own frontier, I have no hope that the
strongest language from all the 4 powers of the conference will
obtain for us a fajthful performance of their promises that is,
the French will not loose their hold of Belgium, watil, in the first
place the Ke of Holland is bound down by a positive engagenent
not to under any circumstances to renew hostilities, and until

the question of the razing of the forts is finally disposed of e
The K. and his ministers, for the sake of the clap trap raghly
comiitted themselves on this point in the K.'s speechj they were
mortified to the quick, when the publisation of your protocol
proved that they jBad mimixmixtmsmssiwes played a trick upon the
chamber and the public, abhd I have found the French in genersl,
even our best friends, and the strongest advocates of peace very
angry at the French being not allowed %o have a voice respecting
the demolition of forts which they have always congldered to be
erected Tor the purpose of threatening and overawing the Fpench
nation. Seb. repeated to me today that no arrangement of the
Belgian affairs would ever have been acknowledged by Fpance, but a
condition of the Belgian fortresses being dismantled, and gaid he,
if you really mean to dismantle them, and did not mean to deceive




Refes GC/GR 201 ( cont. )

us, why delay setting the question of their demolition wntil

our troops have evacuated the countyr. The cabinet will have

to decide how far they will commit Bugland by insisgting on the
immediate retirement of the French troops within their own frontier
The Ke and Gove certainly dread a war with England,. they Bmnow all
the finaneial and commercial disiress which would immediately
follow, and which would in all probabllity very shortly lead to

the tmatk total overthrow of the (~—) Govey but then comes the
question of what will be the paa:«.“tﬂ on of England, and I much doubi
whatever the Tories may say afximgiaumi in parliament and out of it
whether the countrg in general would go heartily into a war, for the
sake not of driving the French from the premanent possession of
Belgium,but to expedite by a few wesks their evacuation of that
country. In France on the conbrary notwithstanding all the suffering
which war might entail, it would be popular,

Granville.
Ps
3eb. said nothing of paying the expenses of the French arms, I

ecnclude that in the counsel yesterday after I saw Perier that
notion vag abandoned,



Ref,: GC/GR 202
Paris, August 15, 1831
Yy Dear Palmergton,

I have done what I can to impress upon Perier, and upon Seb. the
very great diffieuliies they may bring upon the Govs and upon
France 1f they pergevere in attempting to evade the fulfilment of
thelr promiseg. My repregentations and Tallegrandts . despatches of
the gtate of public feeling in Bngland have alarmed them a little
and produced the half measure which Tallegrand is instructed to
anmnounce of the immediate return Ho France of 20,000 men, and of
the retreat of the remainder into that part of Belgium between
Nivilles and the French frontieri I cannot believe that in this
forfeitting thelr word and rebaining a portion of their army within
the Belglan bterritory they have in view any project such as was
suggested do Balow by Tallegrand, No, I am convinced that they will
avail themselves of the presence of this army in Belglum to effect
e demolition of the fortresses. They say, the Ke has befors all
Europe, bybhis speech to the chambers committed himgelf; he cannot
retract without diseredit, and we cannot withdraw entirely our
army wntil that point be meitled. Seb. whenever the subject is menw
tioned, insists strongly that if the French Gov, looked %o war and
conquest, it would be madness in thenm to demsnd the demolitiong

he saysy they must fall into our hands, but he says they have

been always looked upon as an eye sore and humilistion to France,
that the feelings of the French people would be sabisfied by their
being destroyed and that the minigtry could not remain en hour in
office, 1 they congenied to leave this question in the handsg of
the Belgiang and the 4 powers. :

12 o'clock PH, Nonday:-—

I have written the foregoing when I received your letter of the 13
together with the accompanying letter from ILrd Greys. You will see
by my despateh that before I received these letters I had been wore
king hard to induee the minigtry here to abide by the declaration
to your probtowol ; instead of taking the note of 5eb, as containing
alone the pledge they were ready to reddem. I went $0 the K.'m, be-
cauge I thought the strong langusge of both your letters might
have more weilght with him than with eillher of his minigters. It
wag wnfortunate that I found Sebs with him, whose temper had been
nuch ruffled in the chamber by the violence of the dispute which
oscurred at the end of the debate, and whose eyes flashed fiwe,
and hig tongue indmgnatien when I stated that if you were not able
to Fernfciekiang House of @Gommons that the Freneh adhered
to their promise af waeuating Relgium, when the Dutch troops
had retired within their own frontier, the most serious conse~
quences would follow, Grey will of course ghow 30“ m&" 13‘131:%1{;3,

£ conversation at ©
which I give the substance of W




Ref.:s GC/GR 202 ( cont, )

The K, mugt have been struck with the priulence of Seb., for upon
9y leaving him, he apologized to me for his 'mal adresse' in not
seeing me alone.

I trust that though you have not & yes to the question of evacua~
tion the no is so modified that the wltima ratio regum may be still
ayoided; 1t is fearful to think that all Burope may be thrown

into war, $hen the real interests of no nation are compromised,

and when scarcely any difference exists, except as to the mode of
executing that which all are agreed uwpon. If we do go o war, it
will be the fulfilment of the object which has all along directed
the policy of the X, of the Netherlands,

When I was with Seb. this morning, he could not find the copy of
Bhe letber to Tallegrand, which went to London yesterday by young
Casss Periers I know not therefore whether in his way of stating
the immediate return into Prance of the 20000 men and the tempo-
rary continuance of the remainder in Belgium, he puts the arrange-
ment wpon a ground which will admit of being at all justified in
parliament,

It is very late and I am fired to death with writing, and with
conferences all morning, and all nighb.

Granville.



Ref.s GC/GR 203
Paris, 18 August, 1831

Hy Dear Palmersion,

I have recelved yesterday very warlike letter, but I indulge the

hope that the commmications whiech will have gince reached you

from hence will have operated some change in the aspect of affairs.

On monday Sebe said in the chamber of deputies that the entrance,

the stay of the French troops, and thelr return to France were all
matters connected with the other powers of the conference, and the

Ke yesterday declared that he could recall hig army in concert aand in
concurrence with the other powers as soon ag it was certain that Belgium
could not be exposed to another aggression. Is not this language cone
formable to that of the protocol, where it is said that the (wewe-) of th
French troops seem fixe dtaccord les cing preisserences(?) - and now
with the respect of the fortresses, sbout which we are going to

quarrel, when in faet all parties are agreed as to the expediency of

the demolition, at least many of them. Werther tells me that the msmbkmex
militray people of Prussia { and Prussia next to Belgium is most concernd
in egtablishing a barrier againgt French invasion ) are unanimous in
opinion that the demokition of the Belgian foritresses is advisable, thal
they would be in the hands of Belgians a gource of danger rather than
security in the North of Zurope. You will see by my last despatch tonight
that Sebs disclaing all notion of the French troops remaining in the
fortresses, to supervise ok enforce the demolition of the fortifications
Tcertainly feel anxious that we should not get into & war upon this mis-
wnderstanding and that we should make no hasty declaration which would
precipitate hostilities which might be avoided by explanations. I an the
more anxious because I am thoroughly convinced that it is the sincere
wigh of Perdier to preserve peace, and that Seb. is comulitbted with Perier
40 a gpecific system. Sebe 1ls fiery and arrogant, and at times I am as
much provoked with him as you are always. Soulty I believe is in his
heart an advoecate ‘or a more hostile poliecy, and I have no doubt that his
speech the other day, was made with the design of committing his Gove
with regard to the occupation of Belglum, and exciting an expectation

in the chagber and in the public which would make it diffiecult for his
colleagues o heed upon that question.

I cannot agree in your view of the advantages we sghall desire from

war, though I concur in all you say as to the evils which it will
inflict on Francey that we should have brilliant naval victory I have

no doubt, but though the French navy be not strong enough to compete
with us in a upon battle, .0 not imagine that our commerce will

not suffer from the activity of their K.'s ships and privateers. If we
join in a land war in Belgium, we shall bave fo encounter France when sle
is in possession of all the Belgian forts with the exception of ‘the

citadel of Antwerp.

Granville.



Paris, August 18, 1831

My Dear Palmerston,

I was not opprized when I lagt wroie to you of the mission of
Count La Tousmarbourg, who is sent to Brussels for the special
purpose of negotiating with that of Belgian (~-) the demolition
of the fortresses. Count Seb. informs me that P. Tallegrand will
commmicate to you the object of this mission, and he also says
that Count Leuchitenberg is directed to commmniecate confidentially
( and not in (-=) ) whth Sir Robert Adair - of course any final
arrangement cannot be made respecting the dismantling of the
fortresses, but in concurrence with the 4 powers who signed the
protocol. Count Mernburg set off this momning for Brussels.

Gen Belliard remains as the regular accredited mdnister, le wrotle
t0 represent the (=—) of the Dubtch evacuating the citadel of Antwerp, 4
and the Belgians Venloo, tut Count Seb. replied very properly that
this was a question for the conference to deliberate upon and
decide,

1 saw Cas. P. yesterday who said we wish and we are ready to
withdraw our army from Belgium, but let us have a guarantee that the
Ko of Holland will not recommence war and let us be assured the
forts will be demolighed.

It seems we are agreed upon the conditions, but there ls great
danger at us quarrelling at the mode.

Granville



GC/GR/£55 Paris
Dec £6th 1831

(Short Note about instructions to Captains of vessels
regarding Slave Trade.)

GC/GR/254 paris
Dec 30th 1831

iy dear Palmerston,

after our Conference had ended yester-

day I told Cas, Ferier that I had recelved from you a
private confidential Letter in which you had entered at
length on the subject of the Emperor of Hussia's Refusal
to ratify, as well as on the Wuestion of the Belglan
Fortresses, & &hat having no wish to conceal from him
vour view of the state of these Questions, I would read
to him in translation what you had written to me. I per-
formed the task, omitting only certaln passages & names
which I thought 1t prudent not to read to him, He was
much plessed with all you say relative to the Emperor of
Russia advocating the Dutch cause & suspending his Rati-
fication, particularly with that part in which 1t 1s stated
that bf France, England & Prussia who are in contact with
Relgium & Holland & 1f Austria also concurs in ratifying
the Treaty with Leopold the execution of 1t will not be
vrevented by the non-Ratifying of Russia nor by the Hesls~
tance of Holland, I may as well here mention that both
Vierther & Apponi believe, & wish that the Refusal of
Russia could not change the intentlions of thelr respective
Gourts., Apponi says that it is not in the character of the
Court of Vienna, having declared its Intention to ratify,
not to act up to its declaration.

when I proceeded to read that part of your ILetter which
relates to the Fortresses, he testified some impatience at
parts of your Heasoning., He made no other remark on your
arcvument about Phillippeville & lMarienberg exceptlng that
they were not places constructed at the expense of the alllies.
He would not sdmit that the Princiliple contained in the 4th
article of the Fortress Treaty had been explicltly asserted
in our previous declaration, or that France by her silence
was precluded from objecting to the Kingdom of Belgium
losing its condition of Neutrality, & becoming an Instruw-
ment of the Confederacy of four Powers against France and
when T insisted that the language of the 15th Protocol, that
of the Protocol of 17 April, & that of the £9th of August
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would have no other construction than that we put upon

it, he answered as, 1f we taking advantage of their
confiding simplicity had tried to entrap them into an
acquiescence in a principle, which we knew they would

not consent to, 1f distinctly declared, When 1 pressed
upon his attentions your argument that much as we wished
him to continue the direction of the Qouncils of the
Country, we could not purchase that temporary advantage

by sacrlfices affecting permanent Interests, he replied
that he also was bound to look to the permanent Interests
of I'rance, & not fer the sake of present ease Lo recognise
the principle of & confederacy of Europe against France,

% thet a prospective arrangement giving to the 4 Powers
the Right of superintending the Belglek Fortresses, France
being excluded from all voice with regard to thelr preser-
vation, or demolition, was in fact a renewal of a League
against Prance,

When I read to him that the Cabinet had fully consid-
ered this wuestion, & had come to the decision that no
change can be made in the Llist of PFortresses, & that they
would not give way as %o Leopold's obligation to maintain
in Repalr the Rest of the Fortresses, & that our Interests
& Honour were too deeply concerned to admit of Retraction,
he answered me that the Juestion had also besn gravely
considered by the French Council, & that their declsion
was he conceived as positive as that of the British Cabinet,
I sald to him that my communiention was not official; cone
fidentlally I had put him in possession of the Sentiments
of the Govt that it did not appear that Prince Talleyrand
had as yet communicated to the conference Count Sebastiani's
despateh, & that when he had sc, he would, I concluded,
report the answer to the communication in a more f6rmal &
official shape,

It was evident that M, Casimir Perier felt deeply the
difficulty of the position in which he is placed, but he
showed no symptom of abandoning the objections, which have
been stated in Sebastianl's despatch, to the Fortress Treaty,
or that Talleyrand will be permitted to exchange the Rate
ification with Belgium, if the Fortress Treaty be ratified
vy Leopold. DBelliard called upon me this morning:; & saild
that labouring as he had done for a whole twelvemonth to
settle pacifiecally the Belglan Question, he would rather
abandon all the fruits of his Labour than agree to the
Frinciple of the 4th article of the Fortress Ureaty,

I fear this may turn out a more serious uestion than
you seem to anticipate when you wrote to me. War would be
ruln to Louls Philippe, & misery to France; the suspending
the settlement of Belgium in the greatest degree dangerous
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her
to xk® Peace & most important Interests; but I fear that
¥rance would not be the only sufferer in the wuarrel, If
the HMerchants of Havre, & Bourdeau & Marseilles complain
of a long list of captured vessels, London & Liverpool &
Bristel may perhaps be dliscontented at thelr commerce
being Interrupted by innuwwerable French Privsteers, & would
not perhaps be made to comprehend that France alone was in
the wrong.

I must not detain the Messenger, or he will be too late
for the Facket.

Yours ever slncerely

Granville.



G0/ GR/1327 F.0.
Jan 26 1831

iy dear (ranville,

I do not know in what degree of
onfidence thils Extract was glven you, but if you are
% liberty bo send it to me inm an official Dispateh 1
hould very much like to have it in that way because it
s 80 complete a Refubation of the assertion which 1t 1s
meant to support, It appears to me that so far from
bearing out Sebastianlts statement that the Hmperor of
Austria had protested against the Prince of Orange, it
shows that the Emperor had rather been finding fault
with France for being adverse to him & that it was in
defending himsell against the aAttack that ialson used
the Expression In the flrst part of the Lxtract,

A1l this Correspondence may have by Fossibllity to be
1aid before Pariisment and as this bears indirectly upon
a particular fact adverted to in two official Dispatches
I should l1like to have this in the shape also.

But if there is any difficulty upon this 1n (Consequence
of the mannsr in which 1t was given Lo you only send 1t
me back again in a private Note,

s
.

P O

Yours sincerely

rPalmerston.



GC/GR/1528 F.0.
Jan 31 1831

My dear Granville,

(Letter begins with reference to foreign affairs other
than Belgium 7 Holland.,)

The hone of 3epatiani and Seult in E%e bebsates of
i

whilch the Heporits in the loniiteur and [Messzage 2] is
satlsfactory «nd if we can rely upon the words no
épyrdhﬁﬁg§cﬁ need be entertained that they are not
perfectly sincere in their Pacific Intentlons. put why
are their Actlons at Variance with thelr words ? Why

do they go on augucnting their Army at & moment when 1t
is perf c%lv ridiculous bto say that they are threatened
with attack Trom any power ln the wWorld 7 Vhy with none

Enterferenee on thair 1ips are they collecting a large
army upon the Relgian Frontier ? 1Is 1t that They nean

o break loose and that they wish to be forced to do so %
T can hardly believe it possible they can sincerely think
of making any internal struggle that may occur in belgium
between the different Partjes that divide the nation a
pretext for Armed Interferfice, To do so would be to
belie all the Principles Gpon which the Throne of Louis
Pridlippe rests for kkm support and all the Doctrines they
have 1aid mammx down for the Guidance of cther Fowers, If
they cannot with safety stand by and see Clvil Wawr as they
choose to call it in Belgium, what right have they to
expect that Austria should do so in Italy if Commotions
should hreak out in Piedmont or Tuscany ?

(Passage conbinues with references to Spain
& PQland.)

If you shouwld find that the French Govi seriously
meditate such a departure from the rrinciples and Engage-
ments it would be well to draw their Attention seriously
before hand to all the Conseguences which such a rro=-
ceeding would not fall to bring on and when Sebastliani says
that even in War 1t 1s well to be in the Right, T should
like to know how he could maintaln that that advantage
would attend his Banners in the %War in which he would in
such a case plunge the whole of Europe.

I wish that instead of telllng Bresson not to interfere
at all they had asuthorised him %o exXpress a wish on thelir
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Part for the Prince of Orange, with all the objections
to him he 1s the best Candidate after all,

We sent off on Saturday to Brussels our last Probocol
about the Debt & 1t would reach the Congress probably
today. Not withstanding thelr Protocol against our
Interference as they cell i1t, I belleve these two Fro-
tocols will have done ruch good, it is one :hing to inEkrs
interfere In the purely Internal Concern of a Country such
as 1ts Jonstitution & it is another to interfere in those

i 2
ek

sters which are common to it and its neighbours and
whileh 1t cannot decide without itself inverfering in the
affairs of their | sic] neighbours.

If Talleyrand sends a Courlier tonlght, I shall send
this by him,

Yours sincerely

Falmerston



GC/GR/1329 For,0ffice
: nd April 1831

iy dear Granville,

I omitted in my Letters yesterday to
say that if the French Govt talk about their memorandum
upon the Luxembourg Guestion, I wish you to say that the
Conference had all these Consideratlons before them when
they came to thelr first decision about Luxenbourg and
that conseyuently there is no case in going over the
same gpound again,

Yrs

Falmerston.

GG/ GR/LB30 For,0ffice
April 22 1831

(ILetter referring %o dlplomatic scuabble between France

&

f Spain over the arrest of a Courler,)

0o/ GhR/15581 Forelgn Office
April 2 1851

{iicst of Letter refers to apparent lumentable aggressive-
negs of Vrance's forelgn policy as a whale, wlthout
speciiving any particular couniry.)

lLeopold was to see the Belgians today, & wmeant to
tell them that he could make no decislon on thelr pro-
position until thgy have come to an agrrement about Limits
with the ive Powers.

Yours sincerely

Falmersiton.



S,

GC/GR/1332 Cambridge

{Letter refers to despatech from Gordon, & criticises
at some length Sebastilani's character.)

GC/GR/1533 , For,0ff.
Hay 17 1831

{(Letter relating to Charles X & his family's residence
in ¥England & suspected Intrigues carried on in his
fayour,. )

GC/GR/153 4 For.off.
¥y dear Granville,

oncerning Huropesn alfalrs other than

T have kept Ponsonby here a day or twe longer that
he might communicate with Zuylen who landed the night
pefore last. Fonsonby will wreturn on Sunday and I do
ot cuite despair of our being able to »vt matters in
such a Prain as fto rewmove the objectlions which nrevent
PsLeopold from accepting. The only way 1s, as vou say,
to separate the Luxembourg Guestion from the Duitch one
& to get the bBelgians 1f vossible to come to Terms upon
the latiter for the sake of getting Ieopold irmmedintely
and by the Hope of afterwards srranging the former.

{Rest of Letter deals with ralations with Spain & Rowme,
. -

Yra

Palmerston.



i

GC/GR/1355 For.office
June 7 1851

{8hort ILetter concerning Don Higuel & Francels
relations with Portugsl.)

GC/GR/1336 , 1 & 2 August 1831

{Short Hobte about complaint of Duxe of Rlchmond
concerning some Inferlor Agents of the Prench Govi,)

GC/GR/ 1337 Foreign Oi

iy dear Granvilile,

I have received today your leitter and
despatehes Of the Srd. We shall Bbe very anxious tilill
we know what is deiinitely settled as to the formation
of the French Ministry. Your account is prouising for
rhe present, but I fear such a8 Government &3 you expect,
which would virtually be rerierts without rerier ('ihe
Pwlﬁca of Denmmrk without Hamlet) could not be expected
to stand long. In these days however every month of Peace
is something gained and makes the next month more 11Kely
o be pacific alseo., So here is a pwetiy'g;ly :] ut of
e King of the Netherlands; who has nit Rim I canﬁat
guess; we have some suspicions of France; Bagolt has
always thought there was gome secred unﬁerstanéing between
Frence and the Dutch Govi , Talleyrand, if you remember,
proposed to me some tlme ago that we should pgosd the Dubteh
n to break the Armistice, COry out Shame upon them, fly
to the sid of the rselglians, cover belglum with Troops, and
then settie every thing as we chose; T this the realisd.-
tion of the first step of this Flot ?

France has been angry sbout the Forbtresses, She fancled
that by urging the Dutch to war, she should have & falr
pretence to enter Belgium as an Ally, and thus to get into
these Fortresses and keep or demclish them as she chose.
Any of these manoceuvres might have been imagined by Seb-
astiani. Talleyrand was silent yesterday in conference

wdt
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when the matter was discussed, but today he backed me

well, and acted as fairly as possible. This might how-
ever have been occasioned by his finding that the Cabinet
have taken the matter up seriously and are determined not

to abandon Ieopold on this occasion., I send you our commn-
unication to Holland and Belgium, What the Dutch will do

is uncevrtain; they may refuse to cease firing. In that case
we shaell be obliged to take some step of coercion, and &
Haval Blockade is that which we shall propose: It 1s des-
irable to put off as long &s possible any march of Troops.
Yolland is peculiardiy vulnerable by a Rlockade, and would
feel it much sooner than Belgium, We already cn a former
occasion determined to apply it to Belgium if the Belglens
Govt had refused Compliance with our demands, and therefore
1t is no new Declsion, and would only be to apply our estab-
lished formula Lo & 6w CHsSe,

Poara, about island of Java declaring for Belgiun,)
éa’ S

The great thing to be done now is to prevall on the
French Govt to prevent the French Soldiers or Cltiszens
from running into Belgium, and to induce them to stick to
the Allisnce and concur in the decision of the Conference.

Sir Robert Adalr sets off bomorpow, Codrington's
Scuadron will be in the Downs on Menday; and a Three
Decker just arrived from the liedlterranean at Spithead
instead of being paid off will be fitted out sgaln Tor Sea.

ur Ngval Men say 1t would be too hazavdous to risk
a Wleet up the Scheldt unless 1t was sucported by Troops,
snd therefore a Blocksade is the only vracticable measure,

Yrs

FPalmerston,



G6¢/0R/1338 House of Com.
Aug 11 1831

My dear Granville,

As 1 am sending off to you a Hessenger
tonipght with my despateh about Fortugal, whleh has oecen
acecidentally delayed longer than 1t ought to have b sen,
I write you a few lines from the ogeu“er‘ Hoom to tell
30& how mach the feelings of this House are cexclted by
of the French Troops into kelgium.

been assailled with qunsz;cn% & nobtices of dotions

biect: all of which have for their object to

he strong expecbtation felt that now that the

ops are retiring Trom Delgium, the French Troops

! return bto thelr own Serritory. This was che

15 51 o given verbally by the bfeﬁch‘ﬁiniag rs to the
P.P ths Feur Powers; & 1%t was on the faith of this
anm that the uenie ence ado teu the wmarch of the
Prench 8“ 8 measure of the aAlliance; & forbore to make
those okjections vhich they oxii n&vc been entitled to
m=.o6, to a decislon taken by France singly upoen & point
of such vast luportance to Lh. other powers, 1 should
entertain no do &Gt that the French CGovt wilill make good
thelr vromise 1f it were noit for the zuditional condition
zoout bhe restoration of peace which has been glip&ed inte
Sebastiani's Hote. But that addition, making as 1t does
8 nmost lmportunt & essentlal dliference in the nature of
the assurance, 1s calculaved Lo exclte my unpleasant
doubits

.
Ag long as our last Protocol 1s not disavowed, I shall
believe the French Govi wean tc keepr thelr original HEngage-

ment; but pray take an early opportunity of spesiting to
Ferier on this gu;ject. Tell him that that Yote has not
been Wet considered In Csbinet, & that you have therelfore
no tructions to make any communication to him on the
$QL3€C t; but that, anxieusﬁy desirous of dolng every thing
that may depend upon you to pressrve unimpalired the good
understanding which subsists between the two Countries, &
to prevent the possibllity of different feelings arising,
vou think it right to apprize him, that the entrance of
the French Troops into Belgium even with the consent of
the other Powers, is looked upcen with the greatest jJealousy
in England, both in and out of Parl; that I was led by the
assurances given %o you, & more especlally by the commun=-
ication afterwards made to me by Talleyrand, which I was
told the Inglish Govi might make use of in Parlt., That I
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was led by %these to hold out to the Fubllck here the
expectation that the Dutch Troops once "refoulees”

within their own limits, the French would retire to the
Department of the North; that if this expectation should
net be fulfilled, great clumour wlll infallibvky arise in
this Country, the French Govi will be accused of bad faith
in the whole ftransaction, & the Iinglish Jovi will be
charged with truckling to France; & that in shori, with
the strongest desire o be friends with France, & bo
preserve the peacs of Hurope, it is lmpossible for us to
gay what decislons we may be driven to take. The French
Govt are perpetually telling us that certaln things must,
or mist not, bHs Jone, in order to consult publick opinion
in Trance, & to enable the French CGovt to ualntaln iltsell;
but they misht remewmber that there 1s a publick feeling in
Trnpgland ag well as in France; & that alvhough that fesling
is not as excliltable upon small matiers as the publick mind
in Tpance, vet there are points (&Belgium is one) upon
which 1t 1s keenly sensitlive, & upon which, if once aroused,
1% would not easily bhe eppeased,

The French Covd ought to know that the Tory Farty in
Parlt would gladly involve us In a quarrel wlth France;
xxximrg In hopes of thereby getiting rid of Heform; as long
as ¥rance does not wound the honour of England, nor menace
our interests, that party will not succeed: But if they get
a handle by which to work upon the deep-rooted feelings of
the Nation, I cannot answer for the conseuyuences,

I have spoken today to Tallsyrand on this subject, & to
this efiecty & he promised Lo write what I sald to Ferier;
but I saw Talleyrand before I cawe down to the Homme; &
here we have had a storm of guesticons fully conflirming the
opinion which I had expressed., Sir R, Vyvyan had a notice
upon Belglium: he has put 1t off at wy reguest from tonights
cut distinetly stated, & was much cheered when he sald so,
that he should fix it for thig day week, in order to give
time Lo know whether the French would evacuate Belgium, now
that thelr presence 1s rendered unnecessary by the retrsat
of the Dutech.

Youras sincerely

Balmerston,



GG/ GR/L539 Por.0ff.
Aug 12 1851
10 pa.m.

My dear Granville,

we have no official communication to
meike to you till we know what the French Govit mean to deo
about our last Frotocol; & upon their declsion on that
point, may turn the Qyestion of Pesce or War, DBut I think
it right to lose no time in communicating to you & cone
versation which tocok place today betwsen Talleyrand &
Buelow, & which was relsted to me immedlately, in confid-
ence, Ly the latter, because 1t 1s highly important in
the present state of things, that you should be avare of
it. Ve had a conference here today Ho place on record the
1aat communication from Verstolk, Talleyrand came [irst,
= after him Ruelow, both veling in the Red Laliting Room till
the rest should arrive, Talleyrand immediately began about
Belgium, and said to Buelow that that Country could not go
on 28 1t wag; that ILeopold is a noor creature & unflt to be
a Hing; the Pelglians & set of cowardly vagabonds unwortihy
o be independent; that we have got into a dlfficulty that
threatens to upset elther the French or the English iinistry;
phat i the ¥rench Troops retire there is an end oX Perier;
and if they do not bhe English CGovit must fall; that there is
rut one solubion of Lthese difficulties & that is partlitions
that &F PFrance, Prussis & Hellsnd unlted, the thing would
be simple, and ¥ngland mist be contenbed with the making
of sntwerp a Yree Forh., He dwelt at some length upon his [k
old & favourite preject, i1l the conversation was Inter-
vupted by the arrival of the other Plenipotentiaries.

I have snlso heard today that orders have been recelved
from Parls by Stoek Jobbers to sell out on the expectation
of & Fall, in consecusnce of the supposed determination of
the French CGovs not Ho evacuaie Helgiun,

4311 these ure serious things % of vast imvortence., 1 can
vou no specific Instructions upon them wilthout a
= 6 declislion; & we c&nzj ? none till we know what
the Prench determine to do.  Buf you will know how to
throw out, a8 occasion mav oifer, Hints & warnings bto

!

rerier, sogas to lebt him at least understand all the
possitle Bearings of the decislon he 1s about to take,
jf_é—

the contrary, dwelling fipon our confident reliance upon 1t,.
Yours sincerely
Paulnerston.
PeS. Ve have been agaln attacked tonight in the louse,

for standing by, passive Spectators of Hostilitles comm-
itted by France upon our two ancient Allies, Port, & Hollans



GC/GR/1540 F.O.
Aug 1d 18381

Hy dear Granville,

e were delighted to receive your
atches & Letters which T recelved late last night
T had =t off wy Letter. So fur, so good; the
cation of our Frotocol & the renewed assurance of
of thie Good Paith & Honour of the French Govi are
Sfaﬁfery as. qr”th;n can be; but when you wrote,
~ §S~QF of the King of the Wetherlands to retire was
.ewﬁ in Paris; & the lmporitant & eventful guesition
fra

&
<
£

sains, Will the Prench Govi withdraw thelilr Troocps
mee as soon &8s the Duteh have evacusted Belglum?
e them comprehend all that hangs upon that de-

to you on this subject. He is perewmptory
: & even 1 the Cabinet had the slightest wish
> way upon 1t, which they lave noit, publiek opinlon
sland would prevent them, On Thursday nexs V“vyan
! ﬁsti@n on Belglum,. (m Bhat day ap letest I
> e Youse of fsm*n“s a cabegors
ical hﬂﬁh@?; Yes or i westlon, ¢o the French
Trocps evacuate kelpin Pray enable me to glve
“n Answver by that day & ?et %ab the ¥French Govh mlstake
lmport of the =nswer which they may ehable me ho glve,.
Yes or Mo which I shell havg to uther will lmply
ivente of most extensive conseynence Lo the two (Qeuntries
“otho all Furope.,
fallevrand has read me hig Des
xéhﬁﬁf‘ﬂnl, whieh is perfect.

mheh of vesterday o

rPaimerston,



GC/GR/1341 Forelgn Office
Aug 17 1831

iy dear (Granville,

The Sky begins to blacken and I fear
the Storm will soon burst. I like not your letter nor
vour Despatches, nor those which Talleyrand read to me
today by [ 7 J of Sebastiani,

The Dispatches which Talleyrand himselfl wrote to
Sebastiani are perfect and evidently writien that he may
read them to me:; what else he writes I cannot tell but
I am not so sure that what he reads to me is all he sends
and that the rest is in the same Tone.

Oone thing is certain. The French must go out of Lelglumg
or we have a general VWar in a given number of days. But,
say the French, we mesn to go oub, but we must choose our
own Time and our own Terms, The time, however, they have
agreed shall be settled by the Conference and 1t must be
as early as 1s consistent with the objects for which they
professed to go ine

They are to escort the Dutch to thelr own Frontler and
thus to have military Possession of all Belgium. This
looks very llke a juggle bewween them & the Duteh, but it
must necessarily delsay the Evacuatlon. Now as to the Terms.
They came in at the Invitation of an Allied Sovereign whose
neutrality & Independence they have agreed to guarantee and
they wmarched for the accomplishment of the objects which
the Five Powers have all been aliming at. What terms then
are they entitled to make as to thelr Retreat 7 None |
with regard to the Fortresses, muke them understand that
their pretensions are utterly inadmissible. The very basis
upon which we can agree to the demolition of any of thelixr

 Foritresses 1s the Secarity derived from the guarantee of

France & of the other Powers,

That guarantee then must be given in the fullest & wost
formal manner before we can stir a step and to dlsmantle
these Fortresses while the French have them in Possession
would be & disgrace to all the five Powers; and as to the
muking France & Party to the Treaty for the Demolition, that
is impcssible; nothing shall ever induce me Lo put my name
to such a Treaty and I am guite sure the Cublinet never
would sanction it.

Wie have had no C:obinet today upon your lebtter and your
dispatches because we want to learn the result of my letter
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and Grey's of Saturday last, Hy own epinion is that we
shall e at War in ten days and that Sebastianl & Soult
mean to drive us to it. They evidently want to pick s
uarrel with all their Neighbours or to compel every
body to sSubmit te their Insolence & Aggressions; wltness
the language about Spain,

They miscalculate thelr chances however, I think; and
they will find that a War with all the rest of the World
brought upon them by & vioclation of thelr Hord will not
surn to thelr advantage, nor redound to thelr Honour.

They will not te the better able to carry on the War on
the Continent for losing all the Coumerce and for being
deprived of the Revenue arising therefrom. “The Ruin of
their Sea Ports wlll create general distress throughout
the Country; the Chambers will soon be sick of [Craven Z]
Glory if they succeed, or of defecits brought needlessly
upon them if they fail: the iinistry will be turned out
and the xing may go with them. The Carlist Party will
make an effort and with the Republicans may ﬁi?@ mueh
embarrassment, Austria & Prussia are well prepsred for
War & thelr first operation will be to assist the Russians
in srushing the Foles, the better to be able to direct
all their forces against France and the destruction of the
Poles will thus be owing to the French.

The Belgilans will not join the French and 1f they dild
they wculd egqually run away.

On our slde a Naval War will be exceedingly popular
because 1t will be eminently successful. Our Commerce will
resume 1ts Honopoly and any Hilitary effort we may have
to make, being in Belglum, will be comparatively cheap,

¥rs sincerely

Falmerston.



GG/GR/1342 Foreign office
Aug 17 1831

Ly dear Granvllle,

I received today at the Levee your

disyatch of the 15th which I immediately showed to the
King and the Cabinet, We all highly approve of your
having applied for explanation in conseguence of Soult's
Speech and the Passage which you obtalned in Sebastianil's
Speech is very good and does away the effect of what Soult
had saild, Just before I received your Dispatch, I had been
talking to Talleyrand who gave me Lo read a private letter
to him from Sebastiani dated the l4th. In that letter
Sebastlani announced the Retirement of 20,000 French into
France & the falling back of the Remainder upcon Hevilles,
but there was an Ugly passage alluding to the Fortresses
& hinting that an Arrangement must e made about them
before the French Army would entirely evacuate Belgium,

Talleyrand asked me what I thought of the letter, 1 said
it was good & bad - good as far as related to the Harch of
the 20,000, whieh I looked upon as the beginning of Hvacue
ation & to good beginning I hoped a good [lead 77| - but bad
as related to the Passage about the Fortresses, That hils
Government would deceive themselves 1T they thought that we
could even consent to mix up the Foritress yuestion with the
evacuation of DBelgium, That the French Government have
bound themselves to Evacusate Belgium & we must expect them
to fulfil thelr Engagement., That as to the Fortresses if
they expected we were to sign a Treaty with them for the
Dissolution of kkem theilr Fortresses 1 would tell him that
I would never put my Hand to such & Treaty even il the Govt
agreed to 1%, but that I was very sure that the Govt would
be of opinion that our Honour requires that France shall
not be a Party to such & Treaty & that moreover we cannot
even deliberate upon the Question of Demolition till the
French Troops are out of Belglum. I asked him what his
Government wunted, to have the thing done or to make a
theatrical Display 7 If the former they ought to be sate-
isfied with the decisions we have taken and communicated
to them., We wilsh some of their Fortresses to be dismantled
as much as they do and it will be done, If they want only
Dramatic Effect, that may sult them, but it does not suit
us; and the other Powers of Hurope will not submit bo
Humiliation to gain & few votes for the Perier Administra-
tion, Ve wish to maintain that Adminisiration, because we
believe 1t to be pacific & that France under its Sway will .
behave like a good Neighbour, bBut if it is necessary for
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us all to endure Bumiliation in order to keep that
Hinistry in, then we will say, let us have | Mangulin &
Lamargue ? | at once; at least we shall then know what we
are about and who we have to deal with., We fully mean to
dismantle many of these Belgian Fortresses, but we will
never Endure that France shall dictate to us on this Matter
at the FPolnt of the Bayonet. VWhat I said seemed to make
some Impression upon Talleyrand & he begged me to write
to you lmmediately. ’

I hear that,Perier has brought Instructions to him to
renew his Applﬁbaticn for Phillippeville & Marienberg -
but we must be firm and resist these Hneroaching Claims or
we shall not know where to stops. The only value to us of
Ferier & his Gabinet is that we believe them to be Lovers
of FPeace and Observers of Treaties but if they are to be
merely Puppets put up to play the Part Cast for them by the
Violent Party, what is it to us whether they stand or fall,

If they were to fall, and their Successors wers to engage
in a War of Aggression all Europe would agalin unite against
France and the Treatfes of 1815 might perhaps in some future
Day be looked upon at Paris as an Arrangement they would be
glad to get back 1o.

France should remember that she has (Colonies, Algiers,
Troops in the ? | & Commerce scattered over the Seas,
a Chamber notoriously Hconemical & [~ ? _[and little
disposed to Vote VWar Estimates without well proved Necessity.
That if she pays for the Var she makes, the Government will
be defeated in the Chamber & 1f she makes those (Countries
whom she Invades pay for the War she will probably be de=-
feated in the Field, All these Considerations mould not
even be adverted to, if we were pressing the French Govi to
yield to unreasonable Pretensions of ours, because they would
only put up thelr Splrit to resist the more, but when the
Wuestion is whether the Government shall act honourably by
its Allies, at the Risk ofbelng criticlsed by a few bad
Speakers in the Chamber at the kisk of bringing upon France
all the evil Consequences which bad PFaith and dggression
involve, then Considersations are not out of place or Season,

¥rs sincerely

Palumerston.



GC/GR/1343 Foreign Office
' Aug 18 1831

My dear Granville,

I send you a Dispatch and a Protocol.
The Dispatch was to have gone to you last night, but 1t
could not be got ready in Time. It was necessary to
submit it to the Cabinet to consider it till this Morning.
We had a Conference after the Cabinet and the Protocol is
a [aithful Record of our Proceedings, We felt that the
Four Powers have a Right to require the French Troeps to
evacuate Belglum as soon as the Duteh have done sSo, but
not yet having any 0fficial Report of the latter Fact we
postponed expressing any Opinion a8 to the Time of French
Evacuation.

Talleyrand told me during the Conference that he had
received today a Messenger who brought him letters by
which it appears that the French Troops will evacuate,
that the French Govt do not mean to set up any Claim about
Phillippeville and Marienberg but that they must have
something settled about the Fortresses and he suggested as
from himself that I should write to you to say that if the
French will only go out of Belgium, the Fortress Question
shall be settled to their SBatisfaction.

I told him we never would agree to mix up thﬁ two
guestions, That the French entered Belgium as a measure
of the Alliance to succour Leopold prcmising solemnly that
they would go out when that Object had been accomplished.
That in their verbal commnications to the Ministers of the
Four Powers, in the subsegquent Note in Talleyrandl's Commun-
ications to me and in the Slst Protocol the Heturn of the
French Troops is declared to be dependent upon the accom-
plishment of the (Objects for which they went in. But that
in no one of those Communications is it pretended that
these Troops marched 1n to demolish the Fortresses; such
an Act would indeed have been to make War agalnst the Four
Powers and not to cooperate wlih them,

I asked him whether his Govit wished that People herealter
should believe the French Govi on its word, and should be
able to put any Yrust in their Promises, That if they did
wish this, they must fulfil their Promisss & keep thelr
word & not now, when all the Conditions of Retreat are
about to be made good, start upon us 4 new Condition en-
tirely foreign to the Clrcumstances which led to the March,
and to the Object for which it was dirsected.
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I said this Condition 1is unnecessary because we have
ourselves and of our own Accord resolved that the thing
must be done and by communicating the Protecol formally
to France we shall give 1t the Character of an IEngagement.
Horeover we wish the thing and consider it necessary, Ho
new Agreement therefore is regulired if they only want to .
be sure of the thing being done, But 1f they want a Triumph
over us and to impose Humiliation upon us, to that we will
not submit; a Hegard for our Digniity & Honour prevents us
from doing so. With France we never wlll enter inte any
Convention for the Dismantling of thelr Fortresses, they
were erected a8 a Barrier against her, and she eannot by
the natube of things be taken to Counsel when we are con=-
sidering which are to be dismantled and France has no Right
to take advantage of an Cecupation which was made ascqulesced
in for one Furpose in order %o dictate another Purpose
wholly & entirely distinct.

~ Let France kmipm keep her word honestly & fairly, let her
evacuate Belglum as far as the Dutch have retired to their
Territory and then we will lose ne Time in settling the
Details of an Arrangement which we all wish to carry into
Execution Jjust as much as Franece herself, By pursuing such
a Course she wlll preserve her Honour pure, She will re-
tain her Friends, maintain Peace and at the same Time attain
her Object. By a conbtrary proceeding she will put all these
things to risk. :

If the Ireneh wanit Helat with the Chamvers & the Public
what better mode of acyuiring it than belng able to say
that they flew to the Ald of the Belgilans & saved them
from their Tutch Invaders, that they marched to defend
the Frinciple of National Independence and in Support of
the Engagements of France, that having with unexampled
rapidity succeeded in #8% all thelr objects, they have not
sullied their Laurels by any sordid or interested Attempts;
that they have maintained their Honour spotless & have in-
stantly withdrawn thereby showing their Respect for that
Independence which the Hnergy of their Arms has rescusd
and established.

Talleyrand hinted that his Government meant to conclude
& Convention wlth Leopold about these Foritresses, I do
not see how this could be: &t least §f it was to tie him
up as to the Choice of Fortresses; because then he would
be no longer free to negotiate with the Four Powers, Make
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Perier understand that in fact we are all of one mind;
and that it 1s a pity that he should drive us into a
wuarrel abomt nothing at all but merely because he wants
to make a flourish in his Chambers. W1lll what he may
gain by the flourish, be worth all the conseguences which
it may involve,

I have this Evening got quit of Vyvyan's Hotlon by
declining to give any information or to go into any
discussion or explanation, The news of yesterday of the
Retreat of the 20,000 Men much aided me in taking this
course, but at the same time the Cabinet feel that while
the other 30,000 remaln the Occupation of Belgium 1is for
all purposes complete & the Hetreat of the 20,000 1s only
valuable a8 an Earnest of that of the 40,000.

1 have seldom seen a stronger Iseling than that of the
Cabinet, about this Guestion of the Foriresses.

Yrs sincerely

Palumersbon.



GC/GR/13544 FoOu
Aug 23rd 1831
11 P.M.

My dear Granville,

1 have just received your despatch &
private lLetters of the 21st inst, Perier & Sebastiahi
represent our despaitech of the other day &as more peremptory
in point of time than it really is. We did not objJect to
taking security from Holland against a second inrcad, but
declared we could not agree to the French Army remalnlng
+i1ll the Deflence Treaty, or in order to enforce the arr-
angement about the Fortresses, We are inelined to think
that security ought to be given by Holland against a ree-
newed attack, & you wlll see by today's Protocol that we
propose a formal BEngagement to both parties, If that En-
gagenent is agreed to security 1s obtained for Belgium; if
it 18 not we must then announce to Holland that 1 she
renews the attack we shall visit the offence upon herselfl.
There never was cerbtainly a more difficult task than that
whiech we have now to,perform in getting the French out of
Belgium, The French wish to stay in; the Prussians do not
know their own mind on the subject because they have always
a second thought that i8 the French stay & war ensues part-
ition must follow, & they will come in for thelilr share; &
hence 1t l1ls that Werther 1s not very keen on the subject,
though [ 2 |protests to Chad that his only wish is to
get the French out. Austria is the nearest to us in her
feelings on this point; & has no particular interest to
pursue in it, Russia who I suspect knew more of the Dutch
King's inroad than she would choose to own, 18 always ready
to use hard words & high language to everybody, but would
not be sorry to see us all quarrelling together. The
Duteh (here at least) affect to wish the French to stay,
pretending that the desire to get rid of them will make
the Belgians easier to deal with; & the Belgians say they
want this protection while the Belgian Army is remodelling,
& untll Holland has agreed to & truce, But it 1s of great
importance to get the French out. Only think what our
difficulties would be if a change of Govi were to happen
at Paris & other men to come 1n not tied by Perier's Verbal
assurances, & lndlsposed to execute his written Engagements,
Pray urge him strenuously to stay in; it 1s really a duty
which he owes to Europe in order that France may be able
to keep her failth wlth other Natlons.

I had a long conversation yesterday with Talleyrand.
He bvegan by saying he came to ask a 1ittle help & a small
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act of friendship which would cost us nothing & would be
very useful to them. It was about the Fortresses. He only
wlshed that what he meant to do should be done lmmedlately
& the Fpench would then imnediately withdraw, I sald we
felt great friendship for & should be glad to help them, but
there were things we could not do. That 18 I understood
him they wanted to atitach & new conditlon to thelr retreat,
& that, one nearly touching our pride & Interests, namely
the demolition of the Barrier Fortresses, That we could
not submit o such & condltl because it would be hhumili-
ating & that we must [ 7 the performance of the Engage-
ments entered into by France,

Did Prance believe that we meant to do what we had re-
corded our intention of Jdoing, or not ? If she dld what
more could she want than that declaration which She had
recelved; if she did not, then it was evident she wantis
to enforee by the presence of her Troops something which
‘she fancies would not be done without this presamce; & that
is dictation. He protested that his proposition was not at
all meant as a Condition of evacuation, that it was only
asked a8 a Favour & would be an arrangement contemporaneous
with evacuation, I sald if it were put as & condition we
mast refuse it, besause it had nothing to do with the
circumstances which led to the enitry of the French Troops,
and becsuse such a condltion, so imposed, would be offensive
and could not be brooked; that 1f he asked 1t as an accomm=-
cdation, my answer would be, that it would ke difficult to
do what he wished, 1st because our Protocol of l&th april
says that the thing is to be done when the King of Belgium
has been recognized by the five Powers, which as yet he has
not been, and we could not well depart from a determination
Torually taken & published to the World, especially when
it would be sald that we deperted from it solely for fear
we. should not otherwise get rid of the French; and secondly,
because, say what we might, the world would always uLelleve
that two things coupled in point of time were one the con-
dition of the other, DBesides 1 said, how is this to help
vou ? Are you to keep our determination Secret, or are you
to make it publick ? If you keep 1% secret, how can it
help you in France; and if you are to make another Coup de
Theatre of 1%, and boast that the French army did not re-
tire from Belgium till the Powers &f BEurope had named the
Fortresses to be demolished, that may be very useful to
Perier's Govit, and highly gratufying to the good people of
‘Paris, but it will be so at the expense of the aduministration
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of Lord Grey, and of the just pride of the English

Nation, to say nothing about the other Three, and I

added that however much we wished well to Parier, there

is no reason why we should undergo humiliation to give

him strengths He complained that I was very unylelding,

& wanted to broulller affairs; I denled this, and said that
there could be no reason why we should be brouillés if

they did not seek to impose a condition, but only asked

an accommodation, slnce they could have no pretence bto
quarrel with us for not glving the latter, we assigning
what to us appeared valld reasons for net doing so, He
sald he dlid not mean that we should quarrel, but only that
there would be froideur between us; I sald if there was, it
would be very unjust on thelr side, because no English
Administration since the days of 3ir Rob Walpeole had shown
such & cordial desire as we have to be well with France, nor
have been exposed to so much attack in Parliament & in the
publlick for being oo accommodating to France. We discussed
this metter today in Cabinet, and it was agreed that all

we could do would be to bsgin the discussion between the
Four Fowers & Leopold for the purpose of selecting the
Fortresses to be dismantled, but that France could nob
possibly be a Party to this discussion and that the retreat
of her Troops cannot be coupled with this wuestion, but
must stand upon the grounds upon which it was originally
placed. I shall write to Adair to urge Leopold to assent
to the April Protoeol & to glve authoruty to somebody here
to treat about the Fortresses. I doubt Leopold having
formally applied for the continuance of the French Troops;
at least Adair tells me on the 19th that Leopold had held mppm
opposite language to Bellierd & had urged their departure.

Yours sincerely

Palumerston,




GC/GR/15345 Fuy0,
Aug 25 1831

iy dear Granville,

_ I have recelved with great satisfaction
yourd despabches & letters which arrived yesterday & today
announecing that orders have been given for the evacuatien
of Belgium by the French. I have today also heard from
Adalr who sends me Copy of the officlal demand by ILeopold,
that a division of Infantry with some cavalry & artiliery
should for a short time remain., This request of his seems
reasonable; & if the Force thusg left 1s but a few thousand
‘men, there can be no objectionWhelir continuance till the
King of the Netherlands has formally bound himself by the
Suspension of Arms not to renew Hostllities,

The Belglan Govt as well as the French are anxious for

the lmmediate exchange of aAntwerp & Venle, This is certain-
1y desirable if it could be obtained; but there 1s no chance,

I fear, of the Dutch agreeing to it; & is it worth while
to faece them by besleging the Citadel, when a few weeks may
settle the whole affair; & this Armistice tles them up in
the mean time,

I have sent you coples of _what I have written to Bagot

about the Duteh [Vexations ?j of Antwerp & its nelghbourhood,

by which you will see we have not been inatitentive to the
interests of the Belgilans,

vith respect to the Fortresses we will do all we posse
ibly can to meet the wishes of the French Govt; but they
mist ellow us to do 1t in our own way. We may be sorry
{for the embarrassment created by the King's Speech; but we
did not make that Speech, & are not bound therefore to in-
demnify the French Govi at our own expense for the incon-
venience 1t may produce, We cannot admit that a fault
comnltted by them can be converted into the foundation of
& right which they would not otherwise have possessed,.
They will find some difficulty in concluding an arrange-
ment with Leopold even if there were no other objections
to 1%; because, as Van de VWeyer malntains, he has not
power by the Constitution to agree to anything withousd
hls Chanmbers. But the proposition that we should empower
Agair to treat with [ﬁunbgurg ?{on this matter is quite
inaduissible, The matter is a #ilitary Guestion which
mugt be decided upon full consideration, & not like the
gome of Geography by spinning a [?8tatu3n ?2]. It is
only here in London that all the reascns which bear upon
it can be fully brought Into discussion; & Austria and
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Prussia, but especlally the latter, have as strong an
interest as we have in the decision, We never can admit
that these Fortresses were intended for aggression against
France; & the nature of things speaks for i1tself. Fortress-
es act aggressively only by covering the assemblage of a
large army for Invasion. But an army for Invasion cannot
be formed in a small kingdom with an inconsiderable Forecs,
& whose whole Establishment 18 barely sufficient to garr-
ison the Fortresses in guestlon, But supposing such an
aymy to be formed, what part of the sald small klngdom
would any prudent man choose to ferm it in. Surely not

the very frontier of the country to be attacked, & where
the army to be found, the very getting of which together
would be a proclamation of War, would be liable to be att-
acked by the Prench before 1t was in a state not to invade,
but to defend itself, If these Fortresses were on the ex-
treme frontier of a great & powerful kingdom like France,
having a large army as its Peace Hatablishment, then indeed
they might menace the safety of nelghbours, because such

a Power might, within its own Territory, assemble round
such Fortresses & Forece sufficient to make & sudden l1lnrogd,
as France has recently made into Belglum, & the Fortresses
would be a support & base of operation. But the Belglan
Army is not very likely to invade France; & 1f the Prussians
intended to do 8o, & through Belgium, it 1s quite clear
which of the two parties, the French or the Prussianx, would
first get to Hons, Tournay, HMenln & other places on the
French Frontler.

The Duke of Wellington's opinion as a Hilitary man is
declidedly against the dlsmantling of any of them; as he
contends they are all necessary for the defence of Belgium;
& that Belglum might essily garrison them against a coup
de main; & of course the Times wlll take that line when
the questlon comes to be discussed in Parlt. Only see then
how inconceivably difficult ocur position would be if the
Opposition could assert, not only that we had agreed to
sacrifice Fortresses which have cost us Millions Sterling
& which in the opinion cof the highest wilitary authority
are indlspensable for the defence of Belgium against France;
but that we had permitted the selection of places for dis-
mantling to be made by that very France whose aggression
they were destined to prevent. There really would be some=-
thing in the proceeding so utterly repugnant to comion
sense & so incompatible with the condition of an independ-
ent natlion, that it is yuite & entirely impossible. The
other Fowers uworeover will not hear of it & especlally
Frussia, Buelow has received Instructions to press for
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the immediate evacuation of Belgium, & to state that

the prolonged continuance of the French Troops would
compel the K. of Prussia to put his troops in his Rhenish
Frovinces into movement,

I should think that of the slx Fortresses you say
Sebastiani mentloned, Ath & Charlercl could not be spared;
as they are the only proftectlon for Hrusseld agalnts a
ride of Cavalry up to its very gates, But Philiippewille
& Marienberg might be dismantled instead, & when they are
unfortified, the Prench may be less anxious te have then,
For the present matters seem to stand as well as under
circunstances 1s possible., The Pulk of the French irmy
is retiring from Pelgium, a small portion remains at the
request of Leopold, upon grounds which will cease to exist
a8 soon 88 Holland has agreed to tThe armistlice. Ve have
now got full Fowers for Van de Weyer to negotlate for
feace, and we must $ry to settle matters defindtely as
SOOn A4S We Cal.

{Re

st of lLetter refers to French & British relations
with

Portugal.)

¥Yrs sincerely

Paluweraton,.
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Aug 26 1831

Hy dear Granvllle,

(First para, deals with Tory opposition in British
rarlisment, a reference to progress of Reform Bill.)

1 cannot wonder at Leopold'!s wishing to retain for
a time some portion of the French Troops. But when we
have the Duéfh acceptance of our Armistice & the Belglan
Army is a 1little reorganised, he may be able to let them
go, & the sooner this is done the better. Adalr says that
2elliard tells him that there would be danger of Ovrange
Risings if the French were all to go. This may be true,
% certainly is an addithonal reason for keeping a small
Torce., Pubt I do not think the presence of a Foreign
Garrison good for any Sovereign: & 1 Leopold means to
stay at Brussels, he should have his own people about
him & none others. I hope we may soon be able Lo come
to an agreement in the Conference as to the proper terms
of peace between the partles, & then we mist tell them
that is what they are to have; for as to thelir coming to
any common ubderstanding together, theym would not do 1t
in six years, instead of six ymax weeks, if 1t depended
upon their convinecing each other, Iuxembourg must belong
to Delgium, & the Fortress must remain to the Confedera-
tion, Fart of Limbureg must be given Lo Holland in eXe
change for ILuxembourg, and not a great desl of 1t can be
so given, But recent events have shown that for the
safety of Germany & Holland, ilaestrichit rust be entirely
Duteh. By giving the upper nook of Iimburg, the whole of
the Right Bank of the ieuse, & Maestricht to Holland, the
tuteh Interests as to Territory would be amply vrovided
for, & Prussia being secured on her own Frontier would
probably be pretiy easy as to other arrangements; though
T see that Buelow has a mighty longing for the Fortress of
Tuxembourg, with & small distriet round it; not that he
has ever drop.oed the slightest hint of such a Nobtlon; but
knowing him prebty mimmxiy accurabely I sse it pretidy
clearly at the bottom of the well. This may account for
werthert's readiness to give to France Philllyupeville &
Marienberg: the consent of Prussia to that cesslion would
be purchased by the acqguiescance of France in the cession
of Luxembourg Fortress to rrussia, DBut let us stave off
these nibblings: if once these great Lowers begin Lo taste
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blood, they will never be satlsfied with one Bite, but
will ‘speedily devour the victin.

In the mesnwhile Buelow is wishing sincersly for
pesce; but wants to turn the balance upon every occaslon
too much in favour of the Orange family, These are hils
Instructions; & I have written to Chad to beg him to point
out to [Ancillon ? ], that if this is pushed too far, it
mizst te teo unite France & England in favour of Dbelgium,
2 to make & s8plit in the Conference,

(paras. concerning Austria, Rome, Greece, etc.)

Vou will have seen very violent language in the Times
sgainst France. We cannot help it. The Times breaks
loose every now & then, & goes 1%s own way; elther because
1t thinks that it 1s hitting off publick opinion % will
thereby promote 1ts own sale, or else because 1t may want
to show its teeth, to carry some private & personal job
with the Treasury. However its tone of late can have done
not mieh harm; since it must have tended to convince the
Fpench that the Govi would be supported in the tone we
have been taklng sbout Belgium; & might even have gone
further without exceeding the sentiments of others.

Yours sincerely

Palmersthon.



GC/GR/1347 For. office
Aug 27 1831

4y dear Granville,

I send you Copy of a Despatch I have
addressed today to Adalr about the Foriresses & Latour
Haubourg's Negotiation. The sentiments which I express
in 1t, are shared equally by Prusslia, I will send you
an officlial answer %o the proposition made through you,
that the Conference should empower & instruct Adair to
negotlate wilth Latour, although that answer is pretty
well contained in this Despateh to Adair,

Talleyrand told me htoday that hls Govit meant to do
whaatever the Conference wishes about the retreat of their
Troops, but they proposed %Ho leave 12 or 14,000 men in
compliance with Leopold's reduest,., I made sultable ack-
nowledgements in return for the first part of the comm-
unication, & with regard to ths second admiitted that 1t
would be hard to deprive Leopold of a support which he
may conslder necessary; but proposed that we should poste
pone the considerstion of this matter in Conference till
Tuesday, by which time we may know whether Holland accepts
the Armistice (Whieh 1f she does, one reason for detaining
a French Force will have ceased), & also how much Force
ILeopold may want & how long he may require 1ts protection.
“ith respect to the proposal that the Conference should
empower Adalr to treat about the Fortresses, Talleyrand
sald he had himself written yesterday to point out that
it could not bhe agreed to, first because Adair is not
L'Homme de la Conference, & next bscause the other Three
Powers would probably not choose %o give direction to an
Fnglish Plenipotentiary on & matter so wmuch concerning
them,

My dear Granville,
Yours sincerely

Palmerston.



GC/GR/1348 F.0.
August 28 1831

Hydear Granville,

As T am told that Talleyrand has sent
to his Govt a Report of a conversation which I had with
him yesterday, which is somewhat at variance with the faect,
I think it right to send you a correct Version that you
may prevent any erroneous impression from being made upon
the French Govt,

He called upon me to communicate some dispatches he had
recelved from his Govt which as he said, were very satig-
factory. The French Govt, he said, would do whatever their
Allles wished about the retreat of thelr Troops, & those
Iroops should all quit Belgium whenever the Conference
thought it fitting they should go. But he sald, ILeopold
urgently desired that a Diwision of Infantry with Cavalry
& Artilliery in proportion should remaln as a protection
against the Dutch and against the anarchy to which Belgium
is reduced; and he hoped the English Govi would not oppose
itself to a compliance with that apparently reasonable
demand,

I made my thanks & acknowledgements for the frank &
handsone commnication first made, and ssid I felt we
were all much obliged to him for the efforts which we
belleved him personally to have made te confirm hils Govt
in those decisions & views which were so essential to the
iaintenance of peace; T then asked what was the amount of
Force which it was proposed to leave to Ieopold; He said
£ 12 or 14,000 men, I remarked that that was a large
Force, especlally scattered as it was in the nelghbourhood
of the Fortresses, and backed by 50,000 more within a
couple of days march on the other side of the Frontier;
and that whether such a force was necessery in Belgium or
not, so long as 1t remains there, the occcupation of Belgium
Ly the French Army virtually & substantlally continues,

I said that our Govt would not, I thought, wish Lo do
anything harsh or inconvenient to Ieopold, nor to exXpose
him unnecessarily to inconvenience or anger: but that
when he made the Heyuisition he could not tell whether
Holland would agree to the Armistice; if the Dutch accept
it, that would materially alter the grounds upon whieh the
Requisition was founded; and we should be better able to
make a judgement on the subject when we should have re-
celved the answer from Holland., He then said, well, but
may- mot write to Paris that your Govt do not oppose a
compliance with Leopold's demand: I said no, I cannot give
you &ny answer upon the subject officially without con-
sulting ay Colleagues, = thevefore pray do not consider
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me as having given you any answer at all; I have stated
to you my own individual impresslon, but that of course
in a matter of this sort goes for nothing. He then said
he would not write, but would walt till we had another
meeting upon the subject.

I have been told this morning however that he sald
last night that he had written to Paris to say that I had
told him that we should not object to let 10,000 French
stay in Belgium at the requisition of Leopold; pray there-
fore ascertain whither he has wrlitten to this effect or
not, and 1f he hes, explain the naturs & substance of my
conversation with him, & say that I especially warned him
that I could give him no answer upon an important guestlon
which must depend upon the decisions of the Cabinet & the
Conference.

Yrs ete

Palmerston,

From clrecumstances whleh I have heard today, there sesms
some reason Lo suspect that the French Govt knew of the
intention of the Dutch to attack Belgium some days before
the Duteh Troops marched, and that the Troops on the
Frontliers had received orders to hold themselves in read=
iness to march at an hour's notice. Does not this corrob-
orate Bagotls suspicions 7



GC/GR/1349 H. of Com,
Aug S0 1851

iy dear Granville,

(First para, deals with Franco-Portuguese relatlons. )

Ll —

I saw boday Talleyrand & |Baudraud ?_) ; the latter
wants to persuade us that ILeopold cannot stand without
freﬁcb.sugpert agalnst anarchy, that iIs to say against
his own subjects. I do not belleve this; & neither Van
de Weven nor Stockmar confirm it., We have foday recelved
in ﬁonferenp@ the full powers of TLeopold to treal, & the
acceptance of the Armistice by Holland & Belgium. To-
morrow we meet agaliln:; for we were hurried today as I was
obliged to come down here euarly.

We shall send you tomorrow & Frotocol of the 4 Powsrs
about the Fmﬁgresses founded upon ny despatch to Adalr
of which T sent you a Copy, & we shall do something about
the |Inundations ?j‘which rmugt not be permltéed Lo con-
tinue, As to our occupving Antwerp, that would not do,

& we must pget the French oubt before a month, Having now
got an Armistice & thereby & securlty against Duteh
Tnvasion {(vecause if thils Engagement is not worth anything,
of what value is a Treaty of Pesce with Holland) the next
thing 1s to get Leopold to say that he can do without
French Troops: % if he does not say 8o, he avows himselfl

to be unfib to be King of RBelgium, When we have got that,
we may then in Conference requilre the French to evacuate
entirely.

You say I have misunderstood your despatch, which did
not say thst orders to retreat with his whole army had
been sent to Gerard, but that they would be sent. But it
was Adalr who stated twice that Gerard had received orders
to retire.

Yours sincerely

Palmerston.




GC/GR/1350 Foreign Office
2 Sept 1831
11 P.M.

¥y dear Granville,

I have just received your Despatches
% Letter of the 3lst, the contents of which are very
satisfactory as far as they go; but you say nothing as
to the retreat of the French Troops from Belgium, and as
yet we have no positive & official knowledge that any
part of the French Troops have actually quitted Belgium;
let us know anything certain upon this matter which you
may be able to communicate,

I do not much mind the camps in Flanders; they are not
caused so muech by what 1s deereed at the Hague as by what
is expected at Warsaw, If the poor Poles are crushed, as
it is to feared they may be, 100,000 Russuans mey be set
free (or perhaps more than half that number, to speak
correctly) to back up a large Prussian army & the Heroces
of Hasselt under the Prince of Orange; and all that would
place affairs on the Norther Frontier of France in a very
different position from that in which they stood some six
weeks sgo; while on the Scuth the Austrians would be able
to turn 2ll thelr attention to their front, insitesd of
having to guard Gallicie, This will make France riore pesce=-
able & tractable than she would have been had the roles
succeeded; and we must ot all events take advantage of what
is good, while we lament the HEvil, ard endezvour to settle
Pelglum while the French are beginning to be manageable, &
before the Russians & Prussians are bewome indocile.

Tomorrow the Conference meets again to consider the plane
of a Deflnite Treabty., Talleyrand made great difficulties
yesterdsy about signing the Protocel I sent you, harmless
é Innocent as it was: alleging that his Government, having
demurred about the 34th Protocol, he knew not why. He was
afraid of signing enything mere without referring to his
Court for authority, But Warsaw had already becun to tell
with Prussia, Buelow said to him that he knew why he would
not sign; the Armistice which we had established tended o
settle things, & the wish of France was to keep them un-

settled, in order to prolong her occupation: this was her wish

though she dared not avow 1t; but if he (Talleyrand) did not
sign that Protocol that very day, he (Buelow) should immed-
iately propose to the Conference to make a formal demand for
the imuedlate retreat of every French Soldier from Belgium,
This passed in a corner between the two; and I then after-
wards took the thing up in a similar way & observed that if
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we could not make a record of the Armistice becsuse it
referred to Protocol 34, which had not yet been accepted,
there seemed nothing for us to do except to go back one
Number to Protocol 33, which had been accepted, % to ex=-
scute the deferred purpose of that Protocol by then determ-
ining at what time the evacuabion of Belglum should be com=-
pleted. All thils brought Talleyrand to his pen & lnk, &
the paper was signed, But he begged me to write to you to
explain his embarrassment in consequence of this desmur on
the part of his Govti.

I have written privately to Adeir & Bagot to beg them
to see in concert with sach other, whether Antwerp & Venlo
could be exchanged:; but I do nobt expect success: and this
must form part of the general arpangemsnt of Feace,

(Faras, about Franco=-3panish relatlions & passags of
tnglish Reform Bill,)

Yours sincerely

Palmerston.

PuBa

I am very much pleased with what Sebastiani says
to you about Latour Haubourg. If ILeopold acdheres %o
our ¥roboeol & sends a man to London, the Fortress
suestion might be settled in 2 weelt with sstisfactlon
to 211 wnartiss concerned.
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“

Mydear Granville,

Ve have today talken the gentlest step
towards France which was compatible with our own Honour

& Interests. Puelow, the Russians & Esterhazy were with
grest difficulty persuaded by me to acquiesce im 1t. They
all wanted, but particularly uelow, to come at once to a
protocol sumuoning France to evacuate Belgdum entirely by
a given day; »nd you rmust admli that Esterhazy night feel
a strong tempiation to reitort upon France the peremptory
HMandate whieh produced the fvacusntion of Belogna, They
compleined that England was shrinking Iron before France;
that this hesitation would take advantage of 1%, & either
refuse to evacuste, or find prebences for delaying to do
0. [ answered them that we are as anXious as they can se
for the final evacuation, & as determined to c¢laim 1t from
FPrance; that we only differed as to the form of proceeding,
& that we were of opinion that the course we recommended
would be egually effectual for its purpeose, while 1t would
be lesgs offensive to the pride amour propre of the French
Covt, inaspuch as it afforded them an opportunity of doing
the thing of thelir own accord, vithouti belng swauoned to
it by their allles.

e shall never get on with the Belgilans ti1ll the French
nre out. There is no end to the intrigues which their
presence giveg rise teo: that eternal Ceballer & Schemer
de Celles 18 constantly plotting together with Ledon, & in
communication with the men whe are unfortunately at present
in power in Belglum. De (elles especially is, I bellieve,
doing mueh mischief. I do not believe & word sbout the
danger to which Leopold iz exposed from what they call
aparchy: 1t 1s all a pretence got up between Brussels &
Paris. Stockmar admits thet foreign troops are not necesse-
ary for internal quiet, provided Peace from without 1s
secured. No doubt the late Invasion greatly unhinged the
Govt & unsebttled men's minds & revived the hope of the
Orangiste; but since the Dutch ore gone & cannot come back
again, surely Isopold's Army & clwic Ouards must be asle to
maintain order; & if they will not do so & uphold their
King, I do not see what vight we have to interfere in the
matter, PRut this 1s a pretence: the French want %to push
thelr own Interests, & specially the Fortress wuestlon,
ag is proved by Gerard's asiing for the Citadel of Tournay.

As to the Declaration which Adair suggested to [ 2 :?
1t is in the highest degree objectionable, & I wonder what
e could have been thinking of when he proposed it, I sent
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him our altered form which might do; but probably the
Belgians will not adopt it., It 18 evident they & France
are playling into each others hands about the Foriresses,
the Armistice & the Fvacuation. The Telegruphlce Hessage
which Sebastisnl sald he had sent on the 3l1lst, had pro=-
duced no effect whatever on the 2Znd if ever it arrived.
liould it be ? Jfor you to hint to Perier that De Celles
has a slight tendency to intrigue & 1is actually counter-
aching us 7

Hy desr Granville
Yrs sincerely
Palmerston,.

The ¥ault of Adair's proposed Declaratlon was that he made
Ieopold say that in eompliment to France he was gelng,
without consulting the Four powers, bHo demolish all thse
Fortresses which, since 1815, had been built for the sec~
urity of those 4 rowers, & at thelr expense: an sextraordin-
ary declareation to bhe made by an English Hinlster, He
should have salid that Ieopold meant to concert with the
Four Powers which of the Fortresses built since 1815, might
now be dismantled under the altered circumstances of Belgiunm,
4 cory of the Memorandum is sent fo each of the Repres-
entatives of the Four Fowers, You had better consult with
them as to the best mode of aecting upon it: whether to go
together or separately: perhaps the latter would be nmore
civil than the former & equally efficacious., We promised
Talleyrand, Lo whom the Hemorandum has been read, that it
should not be une Flece, & should not he published, He
wanted to pub into 1t some statement of his own, But we
pointed out to him that that would ke turning it into a
sort of Frotocol, while our object was not to make one.
The Prusslan & Russian will wish to give your communication.
the most formal & peremptory character; but we wish it to
be made in the most friendly manner consistent with effice
iency. Talleyrand promised to write tonight; but as it
wag late before we broke up, perhaps he may not have done
so, or at least not fully.



“rsony

GC/GR/1352 F.0.
Sept 16 1851

My desar Granville,

,,,,,

Pirst para, about Husso~Pollish War.)

Vie are gqulfe satisfied with the French communication
about the evscuatlion of Selgium, & I h.ve drawn up a
civil protocol on the subject, which I send you today.

th Belgians are playing the foolish game of delay, &
will now yerhﬁp repent 1i%t, since the success of the Husslians
gives Jdvant& ;¢ to the Hing of the Hetherlands, Ve cannot

engwer [rem hin to 0uﬁ’+krse *uum*iaua asout Limlts,
Tuxembourg; and Instexd of answering us they startg
ons aboul words merely to kill time,

a ﬂsnfereﬁae with Goblet about the
1ﬁt iligen t Z well conditloned man,
ave all agreed that Henin,
must he ﬁzsmdxi?ed* that
%ham, % that Charlefai b4
There 1is doubt whether elther Ath
Gita&ei of “oﬂrnav cught not to be kept; probably
Lthe 3&&*@9. I confess that for my part I cannot bring
rryself to see the advantage of laying *ﬂu,aﬂls entirely
cpen, by leve &lzng everything belween the leuse & Scheldt.
Do unet however say anything on this %ubj ot %o the French
Govt at present,

"
£

tegulations against

o

{(ILast pura, abeut Frenoh guarantine

Falmeppbton.



GC/GR/1353 - F.0.
20 Sept 1851

My dear Granville,

para, refers briefly to change of commangd of &
h warship in ths llediterranean.)

i 0
[ i

I have nothing to add to my Publle Despateh, and if I
had T have no time to write, We have not yet had the
Belgian Proposilis about Limits, Debt & Luxemboursg.

(Reat of Ietter about Gresek Sovereignty.)

Yours sincerely

Palmersion,.
GC/GR/1354, _ Foreign Office
23d Sept 1831,

Hy dear CGrenville,
(Opening paras, about sovereignty of Oreece,)

Talleyrand showed me today the French Plan for the
Belgian Houndary; it is nearly the same as the Belglan,
and like theirs proposes that EEclnseg Ardenburg,
rhilippine, 53ar de Gand, Bierolet and ILies ? | should
be Belglan; that 1s four Poriresses and two Forts, all
within that territory which both the Articles of Jan and
those of July equally assign to Holland. The only pre-
tence for this Proposal is that the Possesslion of these
Places 1Is necessary to prevent Inundatlions, put the
Inundations from which the Belglans have been suffering
are opposite Antwerp, and round aboubt Iillo, places which
are to be Belglan, and they have scarcely at all complsined
of any Inundations which the Possession of the district
now sought for would have prevented.

The French say, the tract contains only 12 square
Ieagues, that muy be Lrue, and it 1s doubtless a8 un-
wholesome as they assert, but these Places ure the out=-
works of Dutch Flanders towards the Land, and the possg-
esslon of them would make the Belglians masters of the
Islands whenever they chose to take them; or Hto let the
french come & do so for themn,
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" in.all these arrangements we ought to remember that
the Duteh and Belgians are at present in unnatural
Froposition towards each obher. The Dutch with a small
Country and only = million of Inhabltants, have an army
far beyond their orainary mesns oi supporting one, whnich
has been created by & great BLLors, snd which will sink
inte nothing as soon as yeade is concluded, The Belglans
with 4 willions of reople have scarce an army ab 2ll. The
smaller Nation then av presans threatens to conguer the
larger one, which 18 out of reason and cannod last; in
looking then to permanent aprrangements we vast recollect
that in the long Run the vanger of attack will be from
the Belgiansg agalns?y ghe Dutch, and not from the Dutch
spainst the pelglans,

{2hort reference Lo the heform BAll.)

Yrs ete,

calmnersion.

60/ GR/1555 FaUe ‘

october 3 1831

iy dear Granville,

Prince Talleyrand inforued ue today

that he has received an instruction from Count Sebastiani
deted the lst Instant, enjoining him to gign nothing with
respect to the arrangement between Pelgium and holland
without previous reference to raris. If this instruction
= is to be enforced, we wmust bid adieu to all hopes of
settling this question within any assignable time; and the
aifficulty of any arrangement, and the chances of war, will
pe infinitely increased.

1f one Member of the Conierence is obliged to refer
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home to his Court at every step of our progress, others
will require the same privilege, and refervences will be
made to Berlin and perhaps to Vienna, The loss of time
vhich all this would occasion is sufficiently obvious;

but that would not be the only evil, The two Pariles
would szch become acquainted with all the detalls of our
Flans, and their objectives would ineresse with the delay;
and those adverse influsnces whiech the Adng of the lether-
lands could set Lo work, would operate with mich more ad-
vantage at Berlin and Vienna than in Tondon. rray theree
fore entreat the French fovernment to relesse Prince
Talleyrand from the shackle they flave ifmnosed upon him,

if they really wish, as we arse sure they do, for an early
getilemsnt of this guestion. You will do well to commune
icate on thils subjech with the Representatives of the
other Three Powers, and sugrest to them the expediency of
their making simllar remonstrances to the French Governnent,

“ith respect to the District on the left Pank of the
Scheldt which the French Govi wish to give to Belgium, it
cannot be obtained. It contains four Strong Holds, and two
smaller Forts, which are essential for the defence of
Zealand and the adjacent Islands. The Duteh would never
give up this small tract of their own free will, and the
Conference would never agree to compel them to do so. Fut
the object for which this cession is asked for, might be
sufficiently attained bv other meang; and stipulzstlons
such as those of the Treaty of Fontaineblesu in 1785 might
suf’fice to protect Belgium against 2ny inundation in that
quarter. That which Belgium indispensabl reguires, is a
secure inlet for her Commerce on +the sea slde, and an
equally secure outlet for it on the side of Germany, and
this we must try %o obtain for her, end I think we shall
succeed., Prussia makes a great voint of giving to Helland
the right Bank of the Meuse, But 1f Belgium has, guapran-
teed to her, the free use of two roads the one through
ICAXETEX DAL imestrioht, the other through [oittart %],
I think her commercial ocutlets will be well enough pro-
vided for,

& have not yet had an answer from the Hague to our
application for an extension of the armistlce, but I have
no doubt that the answer will be affirmative snd satis-
factory. The day befdre the Conference msde the application,
I had an interview with Zuylen for the purpose of explaining
to him very clearly and distinetly that if Holland made a
second attack, she would have to do with England, at all
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events, whakever the other Powers might determine upon,
and I know that he made that very night to hls Govern=-
ment a report of what I had sald to him, and which was
caleulated to dispel all illusion from the minds of
Verstolk and the Dutch Xing.

(Short para, about the Reform Bill,)

Yours sincerely

ralmersiton.



GG/ GR/1356 Foreign Office
14 Oet 1831,

My dear Granville,

e are very near the end of our

1abours on the Conference and I trust I shall finish
tonight, It 1s now half after ten and we are Jjust

coing to meet for the purpose of endeavouring to settle
?verv article of the proposed Treaty before we separate,
Tle hdve gilven 7 to Belgium as the French Govt wished
so now at least vou have one sacrifice to guote to Sebas-
tiani. Ve shsll probably profogue Parlt on Hondsy er
Tve%ﬂﬁy & when that 1s done & the Conference over & I have
only as much Pusiness to do as can be got through in the
ng it will seem qulite extraordinary.

IFf we finish tonight we shall 780 consider in what
manrer we are Lo comthnicate our desiwions to the two
part1e°, T expect both sides to be very angry & to pro-

est sinst our arrangements but if all ¥ive Powers are
le te rmin@d to enforce these decisions there can bs no
doubt that %“ ey will be submitted to. If Holland is cone
vinced that Tussia £ Prussia will not support her on re=-

aistence she will not be mad enough to make war and if the
Belglans are gulte sure that the Freneh will not countefi~
ance ? Y aldow any Faction in France to g83ist

them in standing out ayaln%t the Treaty they also will
submit. fut I have reason to belleve fhaﬁ even &t this
moment the Xing of the Hetherlands hasnot quite abandoned
the fancy uh&t ganme how or other he may regain the Crown
of Pelglum even although that Country be separated from
Hollsend. I shall send you 8 liessenger tomorrow with the
result of our last dellibheratlions.

Yrs sincerely

Palmeratbton.



GC/GR/1357 F.0.
Qctober 15 1841

iy dear Granville,

I send you tonight our Treaty complete,
and I hope the French government will do thelr best to
persuade the Belglans to accept it. France can do what
she 1likes on this pelnt. Van de Veyer says he has no
authority to sign, and mst refer the Treaty to his Courtb:
I tell him he had much better go te arusseis himself, because
ne would be able Lo gilve Ly WG”@ of mouth many 9Xp1&ﬁ&ti©ﬁ$
which could not be ”ivvn in & letter r; and havmng been here,
and having had intercourse with the ether Members of the
ﬂonfefeﬁce, he could usefully convey to the Belgian Govern=-
ment the consideratlons w%lﬂh make the settlement of this
question absolutely necessary. Upon the whole, I think our
arrangement fair between the naﬂtles, I should myself not
have ”iVﬂn Relgiefm more than eiﬁhf Million of the Debt. But
I “ﬁered the odd 400,000 FBorins bacaugse 1 saw thsat the
doing so would probably obtain the assent of Holland, if
any concession to which we could agree would do so. The
territorial arrangement ig upen European principles gulte
right and proper; a Belgian or Fﬁenvhman Mfwb+ have wished
some modification on *ne Right Bank of the Meuse; and I
ahould have preferred giving Belgium a 1ittle more of LuXe
cmyov?g; cut then we have **&eﬁ good care of the commercisal
intarests of Delgium, and have secured to her almost every
ﬁvivfl ge on that score which her Pjeﬁfﬁs?eﬁti&?*es ever

asked for Zuylen cannot 2;gg, iny more than Van Weyer,
and both th refore refer home The three Hostarn kawers

are 2ll sincerely resolved to eamp&l the ¥ing of the Hsthe-
erlands to acguiesce, and if thelir meahs of persuvasion are
fully ﬂrou~h+ tc bear, I have no doubt of their succeeding.
ere you have to deal with one man, you know what to do;
but where you havs to act upon two gonilav Assemblies, the
cage is different; and different mezns of influence must be
»“rloved. T suspect the great Aifficulty will we Belgium,
snd there +bp %wﬁnch can heln us by thelr orpans De Celles
and LeHon., The debt is a point on whiech the Belglans will
feel gore; but they should recollect that the Interest of
the aggregate Debt of the Unlted Linfd0m5 sinking Fund
4P¢?uﬁeﬁ was £8 4illion of Flovins; and that of this
éﬁﬂ,QQQ is the Shapre aswarded to 5@lg1um, ieaving 19,600,000
tc Helland, It is true that this sum includes 2,5@0 00D
9inking ¥und, but still that leaves 16,800,000 of actual
Intereau of Debt being twice the amaant of that which 1is
given to belgium; and Holland cannot give up her Sinking
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fund, because she has a large amount of deferred Debt,
which 1s annually converted into Debt bearing Inbterest,
or Dette active, to the extent of the Amount of the 3ette
active which is snnually redecemed by the Sinlking Fund.
wither therefore Hglland must go on redeeming active Debt,
and fﬂi7¢hr up the gap by portions of deferred Debt, or else she
miet declare Tersell hdntrapt 18 Lo the deferred Debt. The
latter she cannot do; and consecuently she rast atlick to
the former. Iut the amount of deferred debt 1s go great,
that 1t would take about 80 vears to convert it all into
Debt btesring Tnderest by the operation cof the Sinking Fund;
so that she has no chance of any diminution of purthen oy
the gbsndorment of the Sinking Mund.
I shall pet Van de Veyer bto go off tomorrow night;
Zuylen s gome oh?@ﬂtzﬁ” te o but T think he will be
perv“xﬁeé e must consider what we shall do, 1f either
both Part des refuse, and either begins hostiliisies. The
Povers are resndy bHo recognize ITeopold the monent he
s, whether the Duichman does 8o or not,

Vours sincerely

R Falmerston.




GC/GR/1358 Foreign Office
October 18 1881

liy dear Granville,
N
I think we,pretty sure of the Imtech

acceptance, except as far as there is no relying upon
the ¥ing himself, who may demur when the moment arrives
for actually resigning the Belgian Crown. But the terms
are suLficlentIy advanﬁarecus to Holland to make it the
interest of the Nation that they should be accepted. 1
fear we may have more difficulty in Belglum, not because
I think the terms such as the Relgians ought to be dis-
satisfied with, but because they are the most unreasonable
of men and think that though unable to defend themselves,
they vet have & right to give the law to all Furope, and
to cut and csrve the territories of their neighbours for
endowing thelr own state Jjust in the manner most aggeeable
to themselves. Pesides all thelr Jeading¥en have talked
g0 bilg when these matters have been dehated, and have
nitched their gre%ensi@ng so high that they will all be
embarrassed how to acguiesce in an arrangement which falls
undoubtedly far short of thelr interpretations of the 18
Articles of July. The French Government may de much in
Brusgsels on this occasion, and if their influence is hon~

egtly exerted it cannot fail to have a powerful eifect.

i

*hﬁt they have to do, is to convince the Belgians that
France ;111 not support them in resistance, but will on
the conbtrary unite in compelling them to acqulesce, uand
1f this is well and %ﬁﬁtineflv explained, it will have &
marvellous effsect upon M@EFidn anderst&nuings,
a8 long as the Belglans think that by standing oulb

they can extract from the Conference & baurth Set of
x?#icles, thev will refuse acceptance, but whenever they
are convinced that there are no¥ more last words coming,
they will have sagacifty encugh to discover that this
Arvangwmant secures to them all that is necessary for
their prosperous existence. BSome ol the Prench & Talleyw
rand among the rest would not be sorry that this arrange-
ment shall fail and Teopold be turned out, because, after
this they would hope for partition as the only remaining
arrangement, but I trust Perier, at least, is sincere in
wishing to unhold Teopold, and if he is he must feel that
the best way of doing so, is to make Teopold and his
Ministers understsnd the absolute necessity of submitting
to the arrangerment.,

iy dear Granville,
Yours sincerely
Palmerston,



GC/GR/1359 Foreign Office
21 oct 1831

(ILetter dealing with commercial relations between
Feance and Britain,)

GC/0R/1360 Foreign Office
21 Qct 1831

(Letter about suppreszion of Slave Trade,)
6C/GR/1361 Forelgn
28 16831

(ILetter about Greek affairs,)

6o/ or/1362 Foreign Office
21 Oct 1831

{Short Ietter concerning Anglo-French comuerce, )

GC/OR/13635 Foreign Office
1 ¥ov 1831

{Letter deals with OGreek Succession, Riots in Bristol

eta, )
GC/0R/1564 Foreign Office
Sov & 1831
(Short Note regarding Camming % fordon,)
G0/ GR/1565 For, Office
4 Nov 1831

(Letter dealing with unrest in Fngland, Cholera
outbreak, etec.)

GC/GR/1566 For. Office iHov 8th 1831

(ILetter deals with Right of Search, Cholera, Slave
Trade, etc.)




(3C/GR/1367 Forelgn Office
Hov 1lth 1831

Wy dear Granville,

Van de Weyer is come, and has brought
Teopold's acceptance, simple and unconditional; but he
has been instructed hefore communicating 14, to sscertaln
whether the Three Fowers will scknowledge Ieopold.

I have prevelled uwpon him somewhat to alter hils mode of
rroceading and ho comrunicsate at once the acceptance
sccompanying It by 2 note in whiech he should express the
request of ILeopold that the Ariticles instead of being
simply signed and thereby receiving the force of a Con-
vention according to the terms of one of the Articles
themselves, ney be turned into 2 Regular Treaty; Lo have
thersby & mere formel sanction, and in order that Ieopold
and hies State may thereby et once take thelr Place anong
the Powers of BEurope.

Tie had settled vesterday in Conference that we would
pursue this course; as we plainly sawy by a conversation
with Zalelt & Zuylen, *thet it would tend materlally to
Lring the Iing of the Netherlands to acceptance. It 1s
cbvious that he fancles thet until he acknowledges Leopold,
Avatria, Prussia & Russia will not do so, and that thus
he has the key of the whole affair in his ovn handes, Vhen
he learns that we have hreoken thoeuch his el perhaps
he moy fake a more Hational view of his own Interests. 1
ect therefore tha® tomorrow, or nexth day at jatest, we
aghall have signed a "Treaty between the five Fowers and
finp ILeopold; and when we have done that we may say we
have got into smooth water. T have no time to say more,

e

Yra ete

Palmeraton,



GC/GR/1368 7 FeOu
16 Nov 1831

My dear Granville,

: We have done a good job ovut 1t has
required some hard work latterly to bring it all to
besr. e have sat up till three in the liorning twice,
and it was at that hour this morning that we separated,
after signing all our Ireaties, '

It is an immense thing done to have got AUSULIris,
Russia & Prussla to sign a formal UTreaty ol rfriendship
and guarantee with Leopold. Belgium is thus pluaced oub
of all danger, and the sulky silence of tihe buteh fdng
vecomes at once a wmatber of little or no importauce to
any Body but himself.

i have no doubt however that this Treaby will declde
him, as it deprives him of his secret hope of wrecovering
the Crown for himself, or of making an addivional sargaln
for his formal abdication. 'he lavier indeed was Lis
real obiect as Zuylen himself adumituved saying that cert-
ainly his Master had hoped to have got & siice more of
Territory, or to have got rid ol some nore ol the Debt
in Exchange for his acknowledgewent ol Leopold.

vie must now glve him ten days or a fortnight to think
of it, and if he does nothing by thav tlme, ve ought then
to think about the situation in which antwcwep 1s placed.

e have not communicated to Yalleyrand whal we have
done about the Fortresses because we say 1t is only
Frovisional seeing that Van de weyer nas not 5ot Liis
Tnstructions on that loint, but we wust stick to the
selection we have made, and the crench wustc Le content
with 3it, ilons and senin are the two rlaces walch really
may be sald to threaten France, and they will botlls coume
down. GCharlerol is important for the deignce of belglum,
connected as it is with HNeamur end [ ¢ “lend Lliege, snd
the 1ittle Citadel of Tournay is oo great a 2ijou to part
with, being besides yulte & swall plauce, incspavle of
becoming offensive, but coumsnding one ol the (reat Hoads
to Brussels and thereiore useiul o ERER be Kepls
Philiivpeville & Marienberg may be sald Lo be hostile in
their character, froum thelr closeness To e Jrench
rontier, and &t all events they ave not pagentlial as
Defensive Vorks, and the Lormer is & largish place and
requires a considerable garrisoil, ihe Frenclhi will e
annoyed at the demolition of these two, lor a reason they
cannot avow, namely their secret Intentlon to hisve them
for themselves some day or other, and that is one maln
reason which has induced us to resolve to demolish them.

{hest deals Withksanniag‘s visit to Constantinople,
Greece, Portiigal, & cholera epidemic.)

Yrs eto
Palmerston,



GC/GR/1369 Foreign Office
22d Hov 1831

My dear Granville,

: You will have found out why the
Vessenger who left London this day week came to you
emptv handed, Ve were too busy that night sealing and
signing to think of wrlting letters.
T am glad to hear the French Govi are so well pleasdd
with the 1dea of the Treaty, and hépe they will not be
esg satisfied now they have got it. It is a great point
gained to have obitained the Recognition of Leopold by
Ans%ridj prussia & Russia, and their guarantees of the
Fxistence and Indapendeﬁee of Belgium. If the King of
“nllﬂnd does not show any signs of l1ife within a decent
time after hearing of our Treaty we must consider what
stens will best be caleulated to bring him to terms, but
T reckon much upon the Effect of the lrsaty.

(ressape resarding Right of Search, & brief reference %o
Tord Grey wishing to have one of his sons attached to
a foreisn mission.)

toblet arrived hto make the arrangement about the

fortrasses but he left Brussels a few hours before the
arrival of the lessenger with our draft of a conventlonj
so we can do nothing with him till we hear further. ”al*ey—
rand 13 rone toc Brishton for a week: he was very lnquls-
itive ahout the Forbsress arrangement, but I presume that
when the Mrench hear the explosions at Hons, Menin, Ath
and FPhilliopeville and larienberp they wiil begin to be
satisfied: especially those among them who would rather
that all Fortresses had been kept.

{Paras. about Cholera, mecting of Parliament, Hussia

and rPoland,)

Yours aete
Falmersiton.
GG/ OR/1870 foreign Oillice
Nov Z& 18461

(Letter about Slave ”rade, Hussia, Folish Constitution.)



GC/GR/1371 FuOu
£5 Nov 1831

{Letter devoted to Spanish & Portuguese aifairs, etc.)

GG/GR/1372 F.0ffice
Tec 6 1831

My dear Granville,

{(First para, deals with Palmerston's speech in FPurliament,
touching on Slave Trade, Portusal, ete.)

Bagot tells me that it 1s thought, that the Champers
will give the XKing a loan of 15 #illions instead of 25,
and say that that will last him until Easter, bafore
which time thev hove kmx he will have no further occasion
for warlike rfegaratiaas‘

Puelow vesterday told me that Frethsess ? had received
an Instruction by whlch he was vesterday to tell the King
of the HWetherlands that the King of Frussis is ve Kj srﬁj
that he was obliged to sign the Tresaty without walting for
Holland. 7hat he will however delay the ﬁntlit?rti@ till
that of pussia & Austria avrive, not that he has not dee
ternined to ratify, but because he wishes thus to afford
the Duteh King an ovnortunity of sisning in the mea anwhile
and ratifying at the same time.

I 2o not kelieve there is the slichbest 1
wteh resuming Hostilities whatover tbev way say to the
contrary at Brussles,

Yours sincerely
rFalmerston.

I am glad to hear Irom Talleyrand that Orlesans & 3oult
entered Lvons on Baturday.

GO/ GR/LOTS Foreign Cifice
Dec 8 1831

{Short Letter about Spain & POriugal,)



GC/GR/1374 Foreign OfTice
Dec 9 18381

Hy desr Granville,

guvrard is deolng a great deal of
ﬁiﬁchief at the Hague and encouraging the Hing in his
istance by every means which Intrigue & Iles siford,
hut I suypose the French Govt are fullv aware of this
and grobghjv have no hold upon him % no Power of checking
him,

Prusgsie has declared to the Dutch King that she will
Ratify, but will delay ti111 the Jast in order to enable
him to gign in the meanwhile & ratify at the same time
as the ﬁeﬁt.

T rather expect the Ring to strike in the Beginning
of J&nuary, but we shall see, Few ill not gain much by
Aberdeents lotien, for now the "reaty is signed with
Feloium, we mey speak out if driven to do S0,

Yrs sincerely
Palmerstorn,
GC/OR/ 1375 For, Dffiece
' Deec 16 1801

Hy dear Granville,

We have signed the iortress Convention
and it was sent off last night to Ieopold for his Rati-
fication, The Fortresses Ho be demolished are Wenin, Ath,
Mﬂﬂs, Phiilivpevilile, Marienberg, Talleyrund has bsen
hunting @s all for the last week in order to find out
what we were about & assellling us with guestions whenever
he met veg, but as we knew bhe would object to what we were
going to do, we thought it better to sav nothing to him
about it till it was done,

e had indeed meant to keep it from him for another day,
in order thet Leopold might be able to ratify before he
could have any further trouble from Faris, but unluekily
I told the Cubinet last night what we had done, without
werning them not to tell Talleyrand, forgetting at the
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Moment that he 1s every Evening at Holland's elbow, so
home went Holland & before Midnight Talleyrand knew that
Tournay was to be kept and Phillippeville & Marienberg

dlsmantled.

411 this day he has been attaclking Coblet & Lieven &
Buelow & myself, bub we have nade good Fight and he has
grown calmer, but he has begged me to wrlte toc you %o
enable you to glve to SchaSUﬂgnﬁ the explanations Whigh
I have given to him {(Talleyrand).

In the first QLaae, i snid, that we contend that there
is a labtber to be sebtled between The Four Powers and
Pelglum & that Prance has acgulesced in this View of the
MiLa*“, as it was stated in the note given in by the Four
Powers to I'rance.

That however we have geod reason to cemplain that I'rance
endeavoured to anticipate our Deliberations and[ ? us
and in Fact to dictate to us by trying to bind Leopold by
a Separate Treaty with France, hefore he bepan his Hegoti-
ation with uws, a Proceeding entlﬁel" unfair,

This Talleyrand fully admitted & sald that provided we

would stick to the Fortresses mentloned in L}eulmn . » ?j
Paper, we might even in Perliament spealk of this HManoeuvre

5T tné Freneh Government in any Terms we pleasged,
Text I asserted that [;eu%“n . « ? Paper was no Eng-
t except %o the Irinciple of Demolition and that
sobastianl had admitted to you that it left Teopold
to change the Places for dismantling if uwoon Commune
on with us he should *hink i+ expedient to do so.
Then comes the JQuesticn which the Fortresses to be dems
liched :houlm be Eﬁic T, I snid that 1% had heen agreed
n 211 hands that Charleroci should bhe maintalned as indeed
I underastand from Goblet that Bellisrd himself admitted the
Propricty of keeping i,

Ag to the Citadel of Tourmay, It is a small Place which
does not require o garrlson largmf than Belgium will have

ana of %utting into it, and which from its size &

character never could be conslidered as aggression agalnst
France, it 1ls a purely defensive Position & therefore must
be cc?u? d from the Lizt by the Rules upcen which the
3electian is to be mede, Tallevrand Tfought very hard about
Tournay but I suzid we had settled to keep 1H., BHut as I
GX] Jected he was fMirious at the derolition of rhilllppeville
& mlﬁiepher%, though he was hard driven to find out an
assignable reason for objecting to it., He said 1t would
be considered as an Affront to Frence because 1t implied
a Suspicilon; I sald that those who asserted it implied a
suspicion, thereby justified the entertaining a Suspicion;
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but I denied that any Suspicion could justly be imputed
from the mere Fact of demolishing these Fortresses & sald
that T thought the matter zusceptible of beling placed in
another roint of View, more agrescable to France,

France, 1t was well known, and tc none bwetter than to
him had wished te galn roassescion of these Places. The
ar;an&baeuts wade about Zelgium hed rendered that inpossw-
ibl & FPrance had very hands Oﬁelj given up any pretension

c BAG se FPlaces; but urclw if she was not to heve ithese
rtreszes ueisulf, the very next kest thing for her was
ﬁn“ﬁ nobody else should have them, and that they should be

£

destroyed,

She wished for them becauze they “unr?3 nto her Terr-
1tory, interpose inccnvenlently ketwsen [ ¢ _S& Givet
and wight gerve for offenslve cper"*40ﬂo againest her,

If they cannot be hers, & sec;m as rart of her defensive
Line, ﬁ&f@lv it is adventagecus for her thet they should
be levelled sc as never to ke eapable of being turned into
a means of annoyance and the French fovt Ingtead of com-
plaining of their Destructlion ought rather %o boast that
although the llanner in which Belgium hasg been settled &

the self-deny énm gagenment entercd Into by France have

rrevented Eh’"e Fortresses fr i becoming French, £t least
they will cease to exist & caomnot become the Basis of host-
1le operaticons agalnst Fr&nc

€,
If we cannot have & body of one's cwn Trocps upon one's
rron *"cr one would rather ﬁhar& should be none, than that
the Crouvnd should be occupled by a Forece belongling to ans

o D P
OLL8T FOVET.,

[0

Talleyrand could not help fecling the Force cf this
Argument, gh he s2id it wers only an ingenious way of
defencling Position,

The fac leid it down as & Bule that we would dee~
melish the rtresses vhich were beyond the ullitary &
pecuniery I Belgiun, and which from thelr Poslition
were not n sary for 1ts defence, =2nd might by us be
thought 1i: ‘21l into the hands of Prance, & by the

‘ to f
French to be usgeful chiefly for Purpcses of Agrresslon
agalinst them, These Fortresses were thosge upon the French
F“on*ieﬂ and to none doesg this Rule apply with more Force
than to }Hlﬁlippeville & Marienberg which ave mmx out of
the way, of l1ittle use for Defences and.if serviceable at
all, would be s8¢, for Purposes of Attack, I dare say you
will easlly succeed in persuading Sebastiani % Periler to
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take this view of the latter; end if they choose to
adopt it, they mmay nake out & very good case for themselves,
They ought te feel however that an Arrangement which removes
& future subject of possible Contention tends to the pre-
servation of Peace & is therefore in strict conformlty with
the Frinciples which govern their Policy.

Gobtlet took another line with Talleyrand, he said that
g no General In the French Service who would not
t¢ te suspected of having cnsg not upon 2 corner
clum, but upon the whole of 1t; and that so far Irom

ceing affronted at such & Suspiclon, they would rather be
angry with ang one who endeuveured to scquit them from 1it,

T gend this by gpeciel Messenger because 1t ig possible
that 1levrend mey wrlte to Sekastlani tonight and it l1s
well vou should knew 211 that hasg passed,

what he mip,osed would be sald
Why, said Buelow, in 2
entirely feorgot 1t,
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Dec 16 1831

My dear Granville,

I send you a Copy of the Note which

the Dutch Government have sent to Talek & Zuylen to

deliver to the Conference and of which Coples have we
fancy been sent to Vienna, Berlin & Petersburg.

We shall preface an aAnswer which will contain a Refu-
tation of the misstatement %4 Hisrepresentations of the
Note and will express our Hope that such Explanations on our
Part will remove all objections which can prevent the
King from signing the Treaty. We conslder this note &s
written to gain Time, to create a false Impression in
Holland and perhaps to induce the three Courts to dis-
approve of the Acts of their Plenipotentiaries in London,
we trust it will only succeed in the first of these ObjJjectis.

The Russian Plenipotentiaries are however evidently
anxious & uneasy, as to whether the Emperor will ratify
or not, still I think he will, It is repprted at Frankiort
that the King of the detherlands is going bto break the
Engagement entered into at idayence about the Wavigation
of the Rhine and to impose hilgher Dutiles than bthe Convente
ion of last 3pring authorises,

This would be convenlent for us at the present wmoment,
as such an Attempt would set every body against him,

¥Yrs sincerely

ralmerston.

GC/GR/LOTT Foreign Oifice
Deec 26 18561

iy dear Granville,

It is indeed extremely provoking when

we bhought the whole ol the Belglan alfalr settled, as
far as the IMve Powers are concerned there should arise
two new Diificulties; the one from & Doubt as to the
Ratification of Russia, the other Irom the perverse
Conduct of the French Government as to the Fortresses,

[Matuszewle 7 told me yesterday that he and Lieven
have had Despatches Ifrom Moscow, by which 1t appears that
the Emperor fully adopts the View taken of the 24 .articles
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in doing so, because, as he justly observes, to prove
that the Dubch Govt are entirely wrong in their objection
is to prove that his own Court which supports these
objections is not exactly in the Right, He is however to
occupy himself in presaring a braft & to bring it to me
tomorrows

He says, he must however in Conformity with his Instrucie-
ions, propose some Modifications of the 24 Articles; &
Buelow, Wessenburg, & I, agree that in that case all we
shall have to do will be to decline acceding to hils Prosz
positions,

In the mean time the Dutch Court are highly elated at
this almost unlooked for Succour. But Talek & Zuylen have
written to Verstolk to beg that the Dutch Govt will not let
themselves be run away with, by exaggerated Expectations, &
w111 remember, that Russia distinctly declares that she will
give Holland no Military Assistance, & will not Quarrel with
her Allies, for the sake of Holland.

I trust that Prussia will hold good to her Intentien of
ratifying, & that Austria will ratify also; but it is not
wholly impossible that the Refusal of Russia may have some
effect upon them, ‘

This being the State of Things with regard to the Treaty,-
can it be worth while for the French Govt, 1f they sincerely
wish for a Settlement or for the maintenance of Peace, to
be endeavouring to pick & Guarrel with us all, about the
Belgian Fortresses ? '

T see Sebastianl gives up the Point about Phillippeville
& Marienberg, upon which Talleyrand lald so much Stress,
Indeed the answer to that objection seems unanswerable,
France must be held to be sincere & 1ln good Faith when she
acknowledges & guarantees the Neutrallty, Independence, &
Integrity of Belgium, But 1f she is, she must have glven
up all Views & Intentions of getting Possession of these
two Flaces. If she has, she ought to be pleased at their
Demolition; since the next best thing to having a Place
oneself, is, that it should be held by no one else, & should
not be capable of being turned against one, II then, France
is honcst about these Places, & about the Treaty, she ought
to feel that the Demolition of these Places wipes away any
little humiliation, which she may fancy 1s attaching to
their Separation from the Territory of Frances ‘

Sebastianil indeed in a Conversation with Pozzo, reported
in a Dispatch which Lieven showed me, admits that this
Argument is conclusive, & that we are in the Right, as far
as the wuestion, as to which Fortresses, zure to be demol-
ished, But then, after tlhus having thrown Talleyrand over-
board, he takes another and quite a new ground, & objects
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by the Prince of Orange & the Dutch King - thinks the
Complaint of Holland well founded, & instructs his P.P.

to support in Conference all the Applications of Holland
for Alterations in these Articles; but orders them not to
intimate that he 1s prepared to give to Helland any Military
Assistance, or to Quarrel with his Allles to the Extent of
making war in hlg support. _

[Matuszewic ? ] also told me, in Confidence, that [ 7
added in a private Letter, that i1f he and Lieven should
have signed a Protocol or a Treaty, in Conformity with the
Articles, they would infallibly be disavowed.

This account is net cheering. I remarked to [gatuszewidj
the great Pifference between the Situation In which the
Emperor was, when he had only received the Articles, which
had been communicated by the Conference to the Two Parties,
& that in which he would find hinself, when he received the
Treaty signed by all Five Powers with Belglium, accompanied
as it would be, by the Convention with Leopold about the
Fortresses, & that with us, about the Continued Payment of
the Russian Dutch Debt. That in the former Case, he might
naturally express strong opinions and endeavour to help
Holland in obtaining Modifications of an Arrengement which
he might think still open to Change.

But in the latter Case he would feel, that by refusing
his Ratification he separated himself from his Allies upon
a great European Questlion, without any reasonable Prospect
of producing any material Effect upon the transaction itself;
because if France, England & Prussla, who are in contact
with Belgium & Holland, and if Austria also, all concur in
ratifying the Treaty with Leopold, neither the Non-Ratiflication
of Russla, nor the Reslstance of Holland can prevent the
Execution of an Arrangement which these Four Powers will
have guaranteed, Holland could not long be permliited te
hold Antwerp, she would be compelled to make that Exchange
of Antwerp for Venleo to which she had consented 8 Twelvew
month ago, & while she herself would be unable to resist
Russla would find some difiiculty in bringing her effectual
& Timely assistance even of she were disposed to bresk wlth
the Four Powers for the purpose of doling so.

[%ztuazawie admitted that all this was perfectly true,
and answerable 1f his CGovt acted upon lotives of State
Policy. But, he said, in Russia the Politics of the Govt,
are the personal feelings of the Emperor, and Nicholas has
taken up & high minded Notlon, that hils Brother in Law has
been ill used, and that he must not abandon him; &|[Matuszewlce
considers it as almost certain, that the Ratification will
not be given,

In the meantime we have proposed to him, to concur in
answering the last Dutch Note. He feels some Difficulty
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to the fourth Art. of the Convention, which stipulates

that Leopold shall malntain & keep in good repalr, the
other Fortresses; contending that this implles the Exercise,
on Lthe Part of the Four Powers, of a continued Military
Superintendence in Belgium, inconsistent with her new
Condition of Weutrallty.

low to this I answer, that the Principle contained in
the 4th Art. has been long ago declared to France, & has
never till now, been disputed by her; & that her previous
acquiescence precludes her from now objecting. ‘

In the first place, let us clearly establish what the
4th Article does do, It gives no Military Superintendence
whatever to the Four Powers; i1t only says that these Foriress-
es which the Four PFowers have lald out so much Honey in
conatructing, or improving, shall not be demolished without
their Consent; I can see nothing in this, inconsistent with
the Neutrality & Independence of Belgium; here is no right
of garrison, no Ingringement of Sovereignty, except as far
‘as the Engagement not to pull down that which others at
their own Expense have bullt ups

But what said the Protocol of April 17th 1851 7 That
the Four Powers would negotiate with the King of Belgium
for the purpose of determining which of these Fortresses
gshall be demolished., Does not this directly imply that they
were alse to determine whieh should remain standing 7 Does
not the one determination necessarily lmply the other 7

But by what Right were these Four Powers to take this
Determination, with respect to Portresses in a (Qountry,
which they had already by the Protocol of January, declared,
should be invested with a perpebual Neutrality 7 Only by
the Right which they had acquired in consequence of the
Circumstamces under which, these Fortresses were bulltbs

This Protoecol then, I contend implied the Right, to which
3ebastiani now objects, Just as decidedly as the 4th Art,
of the late Convention. Bubt dld France object to that
Protocol ? On the contrary, Talleyrand who knew 1ts Exist-
ence, & its Substance, begged & enbreated us, by Deaire of
his Govt, to communicate it officially to him for thelr
Satlsfaction. We did so, as a Favour, and as a Mark of
Goniidence & Regards As a favour Talleyrand recelved it,

% so far from finding Fault with it because 1t lmplied that
the Four Powers were Lo retain certaln Rights over the
Belgian Portresses, after there should be in Neutral Bel-
gium, a Sovereign recognized by all the Five Powers, He,
Talleyrand, accepted the Protocol Ifrom my hands in full
Conference, with grateful Acknowledgementa.

What did the French Govt thereupon ¢ They made indeed
a vapouring Speech from the King, but they did not cavil
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at our Protocols

They however set up & clalm to be admitted as a Party
in the Hegotiation which was to take place for the Sel-
ection of the Fortresses to be destroyeds To this the
Tour Powers objected, & we drew up on the 20th of August
8 Protocol, which you communicated to the French Govt in
which a Passage is found, declaring that "Le nouveau
Souverain de la Belglque est place a cet L?egard 71 (that
is with respect to the Fortresses) dans la meme FPosition
[ou 7] etait le Roy des Pays Bas,"”

Did the French Govi object to this ? They never said
a word about it, Then was the Time to have declared, if
they could do so with justice, that the new Sovereign of
Belgium could not stand in the same Position towards the
Four Powers, with regard to the Fortresses, as the King of
the Netherlands; because his Heutrality changed hls relative
Situation,

But they never sald anything of the kind, Nay more, even
the unhandsome Trick which they tried to play us, by sending
Latour Maubourg to tie up Leopold's hands, before we began
our Negotiation with him, was an admission of our Right;
because they wahted Leopold to bind himself before hand,
as to what he would consent to in a Negotiatlon about to be
begun with the Four Powers; but why should he negotiate
with them, if they had no Right over the Fortresses, which
were to be the subject Mabter of NHegotiation ?

pur Right is founded upon a Principle enuntiated in a
Frotocol signed by Talleyrand, & never quesiloned by his
Govi. I mean the 19th dated Feb 19 1831. In this Protocol
it is declared that [short French quotation indecipherable]]
and this Principle has also been acted upon, in that Articlie
of the Treaty of Separation, which declares that Antwerp
shall only be a Port of Coumerce; that being & Stipulation
applicable to Antwerp while Part of the Unlted Netherlands,
& from which it could not be released by the Separation of
Belgium from Holland, Here then i1t 1s proved by a Chaln
of Evidence, that France has for many ionths been aware of
our Claim of Right; that she has Had it formally announced
to her:; has at one Time answered 1t with Thanks; at another
time heard it with a Murmur, and by what Right then can she
now pretend to dispute it, or make 1t the Ground for wuarrel,
She cannot say that she is entitled to complain that the
Convention was not communicated to her before it was con-
cluded, because to have comasunicated i%, would have been to
have made her a Party to the Negotiation and we distinctly
told her that we could not so admit her,

But stripping this objection of all Disguilses under which
its true Character is attempted to ke concealed, what 1is 1ts
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real Nature, Why simply this. They boasted in the King's
Speech that all the Foritresses bullt since 1815 would be
demolished & the 4th Art., provides that none but those
named in the Conventlon shall be demolishsd,

Here their Vanlty is wounded, Next, notwithstanding their
Agreement to the Treaty & the Arrangement which 1t executes,
they 8till maintain the unavowed Expectation that somehow
or other, Belgium will fall into thelr Hands, and they feel
that the Chance of such an Event, would be much increased if
all 1ts Defences were thrown down and the Country lald com-
pletely open to their Arms; here thelr Desire of Aggrandise-
ment is thwarted; lastly they know that many of the Fortress-
es which are to remain ave as much & Protectlon to Germany
& Holland as to Belgium: that iIf they were away Prussla would
be left defenceless on that Side, and would be protected
from an Inroad on that Guarter, turning all her Position of
Cologne and Coblentz, only by the Respect which & French Govi
might be disposed to pay to the Moral Sanction of a Treaty.

Here their Military Ambition is checked., Here are the
true foundations of t heir objections, If Leopold was left
free to pull down the rest of the Fortresses as he chose,
another Latour Haubourg might by and bye visit Brussels and
the Belgian Govt might be threatened or cajoled into an
Engagement with France, by which all the Foriresses erected
at so much Expense by the Four Powers, more for thelr own
Protection than that of the Country in whieh they stand,
would be forthwith dismantled; & this Notion Talleyrand une-
guardedly let out in a Conversation with me the other day,
in which he stated that the Four or Five Places now to he
dismantled, whichever they were, could only be considered
as a beginning & that Liege & Namur & all the rest must very
soon followe

It is not truw as Sebastiani asserts, that we retaln a
Military Surveillance over these Foritresses, which 1s ine
consistent with the Neutrality and Independence of Belgium,

We stipulated that they shall be kept up, and in good
repair, but we ask for no Right of Garrison, nor for any
Interference with them, at variance with the Rights of their
Soverelgn. As long as France respedts the Neutrallty of
Belgium, we shall do 8o too, and 1t is immaterial to her
whether these Fortresses exist or not, If ever a fubture
Govt of France should violate that Neutrality, we should be
. no longer bound to respect it, and in that Gase 1t might be
very material to us that those Fortresses should be 1ln ex-
istence,

The French Govt cannot say that this implies a Susplcion
ineonsistent with our present friendly Relatlions & unfounded
on any first Grounds, They themselves tell us every six
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weeks that they are going to resign & every body expects
that if they do, they will be succeeded by the War Party,
breathing the Spirit of Universal Aggression and Outbreak,.
How then, can they expect that we should frame Arrangements,
which we mean to be permansent, & whieh must be sulted to
resist the Buffet of all fubture Contingencles, by adapting
them solely & entirely to the present state of things, which
for aught we know may not be of three months Duration, ‘
It would be setting out to cross the Atlantic in a sailing
Boat, because L1t was safe on the Thames, & this is an
Answer to them, when they ask us to make Sacrifices for the
purpose of keeping them in, Their Ministry cannot, by any
Sacrifices which we could make, become Immortal and we might
pay too dearly even for the advantages, great as we feel &
admit them to be, of prolonging its Continuance if we pur-
chased these bemporary Advantages by permaenent Sacriflces,
of which the Evils would be severely felt and irretrievably,
in other Times and Circumstances, Now I presume none of the
present Govt will deny that the Conguest of DBelgium is an
object which the French Nation still keep in view - Seb-
astiani, I think I have heard state as much, & CFlahhaut T
when he was over here last, frankly & plainly told me, that
whatever Arrangement we might now make, Belglum sooner or
later mudt belong to France, If then we should think that
these Fortresses may at some future Period become useful
for the Defence of Belgium, such an Opinion does not imply
& Suspicion for which no Foundation can ke traced & which
can be denounced as purely Chimerical, But then they will
say, why stipulate for Neutrality if you conslder 1t as
nothing, I reply, we do not consider it as nothing; we
think 1%t a great Securlty & I believe it will generally
be respected; but occasions will happen when no Moral
Sanc¥ion can restrain Men, who are bent upon some Purpose,
& moreover Moral Sanctions are not the less llkely to be
regarded, when they are assisted by some Physical Bupport,
For these Reasons therefore we do not choose entirely
to abandon the Line of Defence, which it has cost us so
much Money to erect. The French may say that thelr wish
to demolish those places 1s a proof of their Good Falth,
since 1f they had designs upon Belgium, they ought rather
to wish to preserve Places which would be weak when atie
acked by them, bubt strong after they had got them in their
hands; & they may say that this is the Language of [ Manguin
& Lamargue ? . This however is a Question of Opinlon,
They may thinkK they should walk into those Towns without
more than a Summons, we may faney that they would not so
easily fall into their hands; if they are right and we
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wrong, so much the better for them, and so much the worse
for us; but it a Reason at least, why they should not obe~:
ject to the keeping up of those Foriresses; 1f we are right
we have a good Reason for objecting to any further Demol=-
itione

Wie have today had a Cabinet to consider fully this:
Juestion and we came to the Decision, that no Change can
be made by ua in the List of the Foriresses to be demolished
and that 1t 1s impossible for us to give way, as to Leopold's
obligation to maintain & keep in repalr the rest of the
Fortresses, We feel our interest and our honour to be too
deeply concerned in this matter, to admit of any retraction
on our Parit, & whatever may be the inconveniences of ablding
by what we have done, those lnconvenlences we shall be pre-
pared to faces

I wish you without delay to make this decision known to
the French Govt as well as our dellberate Convicilon that
we are fully Jjustified by Right in the Course we are purw=
suings The other Three Powers are equally agreed that it
is Impossible to glve way. 1t is then for the French Govt
to consider the course which they may choose to pursue, &
the nature of the Demand which they are making., They re-
quire, that out of Deference te thelir wilshes & feelings
Five Independent 3tates should cancel an Article in a
Treaty, to which France is not a Party and whlch does not
apply to any French Territory, nor affect any French Inter-
est & they threaten us all with War, if we do not obey their
orders, HNow this 1s something like atbtempting to give Law
to Europe and is it likely thaet Europe could consent o
receive it ¢ But if they declare war, what will be the
declared object for which they will wage 1t ¢

Will it be for the immediate destruction of the Masses
of brick and Mortar of which the Fortifications consist, or
will 1% be Lo erase from certaln pleces of Paper at London,
Vienna, Berlin & Petersburg & ceriain nuaber of Words 7
The first might not be easy of accomplishment, the second
would surpass any of Don Quixotes undertakings, In any
point of view the Question is too narrow & Minute & %oo
mich of a Bubtlety to form an inteliligible of War; && when
the Nerchents of Havre & Bordeau and Marseilles come to
complain of thelr long list of captured vessels, when the
Chambers found a Sinking Revenue to meet an increassd Exe
penditure, would the Nation feel that all those Evils were
a cheap price for the advantage of lmowing (if by that
price that advantage could be purchased) that the Sovereign
of Belglum would be at liberty to destroy certain Fortresses
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in Belgium if he should ke inclined %o do 80,

And at what Time is the French Govt about to enter
into 8o childish a Quarrel ? Why at the very moment when
it has become doubtful whether Russia will ratlfy the Treaty.
When all the Moral influence of the strictest Union between
the other Four Powers may be[ ? ] to prevent Russia from
detaching herself from the Alliance; %Ho control the pertin-
acious Obstinacy of the King of Holland; & to secure to
Burope these benefits of Peace, of the value of which the
French Govt must be 80 sensible & in the attainment of which
they have hitherto borne so distingulshed & important a
Parts.

If Russia hesitates to ratify when the two Treatles are
presented to her together, how certain it is that she would
seize with Avidity as a pretext for refusing the one, any
alteration which we might make in the other, especlally
ebn the Signature of that latter by the Belgian Plenlpotent-
jaries was the condition upon which the P.P's of the Three
Powers agreed to sign the former, Can France [ repent ?
her of the Belglan Treaty ? Can she wish to see that arr-
angement cancelled; the commencement of Order thrown back
into Confusion; the work of a laborious Year undone; & the
Peace of Europe sgain brought inte jeopardy by a renewal of
that Conflict of Interests & Passions whlch we hoped was now
well nigh a prosperous Termination., If the HMinlstera mean
to go out, this would certainly be the way to bring on a
Necessity for thelr Retirement, but if they choose to wlthe
draw from Posts too irksome and laborious, do they think
that their Retreat would be rendered more honourable by
begueathing to thelr Successors a general War % They have
prided themselves & justly upon maintaining Peace, while in
Power, would they pull down the Edifice at the moment when
they retire.

I find that they are all very sangry with Leopold because
they think that in some way or other he has decelved then,
or has not acted fair, Now pray assure Sebastiani, that the
Susplclons which have been excited by Talleyrand, are quibe
unfounded, ILeopold has originated nothing, Whatever he has
agreed to, has been at out “uggestion and earnest Request,
and as the Condition of Acknowledgemenbts The choice of
Flaces, the wording of the Ceonvention, & the mode of Pro-
ceeding were all ours & not his; & 1t is not handsome or
Just in them to try to frighten & bully him, in order,
through him, to work upon us,.

If they feel unconvinced by what you will state in con-
sequence of this letter, let them explain their feelings &
Objections to the Conference, & we will give them an Answer,
tut do not let them goyon writing threatening letters to

Ieopold.



GC/GR/1377

You say that Talleyrand has a Note to deliver to the
Conference, but as yet I have had no Communicatlon from
him on the Subject, though I retlrned to Town the night
before last.

I shall send for him tomorrow & tell him the Declsion
of the Cabinet & then see whether he has any Comsunication
to make.

I still believe that the Irritation of the French Govi
has been excited by him, His anger was roused by the
Selection of Phillippeville & Marienberg, he has commune
icated his Fever, but in Sepbastiani 1t has settled on
another Part, & fixed itself on the 4th Article,

My dear Granville
Yrs sincerely

Paluerston.

GC/GR/1378 Foreign Office
Dec 27 1831

My dear Granville,

I have had today a long CGonversation

with Talleyrand who detalled to me the Substance of a
Dispatch he has had from Sebastisni about these Fortiresses
& in whieh Sebastiani particularly complains that our
Conversation is a Revigal of the Holy Alllance., I informed
Talleyrand of the Decision which the Cabinet came to yes-
terday & went brilefly through the prinecipal Arguments con=
tained in my letter of yesterday to you., With respect to
the Holy Alliance, I told him that I could hardly listen
to that Complaint with becoming Gravity, since nothing
could well be less like the whole of our Proceedings about
Belgium than the Engagements & Plans of the Holy Alliance,

In the first place the Holy Alliance was a Treaty con-
cluded in 1818 to which France acceded and England did nots
In the next place 1ts object was, that a League of Soversigns
should overbear the Will of their People & that a Coubln=
ation of Armies spould support Monarchial Authority. Now
the result of our Labours with respect to Belgium has been
to Crown Revelt with Success, to impmar interpose between a
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Sovereign and his people & to prevent the Arms of the
former from controlling the will of the latter.

But probably when the French Govt talk of the Holy
Alllance they mean by that Expresslon to denote a Confeder-
acy for Purposes hostlle to France.

Now you may with Truth sssume Sebastiani, that there
never was an BEnglish linistry more friendly to France than
the Present nor less likely to engage in any Combination
for purposes of Hostility to France, unless the French
should themselves drive us to do so, which so long as the
present French Ministry contlnues in Power, we are guite
sure will not be the case, Entreat them then to bkanish
Suspicions which have no foundation & to take a longer view
of the present State of Europe.

This Fortress Question, as I told Talleyrand, is Just
what the French Govt choose to make 1t; if they like to
swell 1t into msgnitude, they certainly have the power to
do S0, because any Govt may create an Excitement if 1t
pleases; but if they are content to treat it as a Trifle
whieh it really is, it is in their own Power so to conslder
ite

There are great Questions proceeding in Europe and
others coming on, with Respect to which the Interests of
Ccivilization require that France and England should be
united; let not the French Govt deprive those Principles
which they profess, of the advantage & support which our
Union must afford them merely to gratify some little per~
sonal feeling about a few words in a Conventlion,

I pressed upon Talleyrand this Argument & he could give
me no Answer; that is to say, by our Protocol of April we
said that we should determine in concert with the King of
Belgium, which Fortresses should be demollshed; now this
implied that we had some Right over all the Fortresses,
because if we had no Right that Protocol would have been &
gross Plece of Impertinence on ocur Part, What would be
said if the Four Powers should resoclve that as soon as
Ferdainand of Spain shall be dead of the Dropsy they willl
determine in Concert with Don Carlos which of the Spanish
Fortresses shall be dismantled ¥

This Protocol then contained an assertion of Right and
a Right over all the Fortresses %o which 1t related, because
we mean to plck out those which should be dismantled and
by deciding which should come down, we necessarily determ-
ined also, which should stand, but this Protocol was form-
ally communicated to the French Govt in August last, and
so far from taking any Objection to the Assertion of Right,
they expressed themselves greatly pleased with the Announce-
ment of the Manner in which that Right was to be exercised,
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Talleyrand said he should write tonight to Sebastiani;
urge good Humour & Conciliation and keg him to consider
that these Fortresses which remain, will remain for the
purpose of guarding our joint [Creation ? | against all
and every attaeck from whatsoever Quarter it may come,

My dear Granville
Yrs sincerely

Palimsrston.

GC/GR/1379 Foreign Office
' 28 Dec 1831

My dear Granville,
(First para, refers to iliness of Sebastiani,)

Our news from the East is disagreeable; I send you
Chadts Dispatches received this Morning. I have no
comminication from Lieven upon the subject of the Emperor's
Intentions as to the Treaty, but I conclude I shall hear
from him tomorrow, Anecillon's new Doctrine as to the effect
of the Refusal of one of the Five Powers to ratifly & that
it renders the Treaty null & void & that consequently there
is now no Treaty left to Ratify cannot for a moment be
listened to, It is besides entirely inconsistent with
Ancillon's own Declarations at recent Perlods.

Wie declared to Chad as you will see by referring to some
of his late dispatches, that Prussia undoubtedly would
ratify, though she will delay her Ratification in hopes
thereby to persuade Austria & Russla to do the same, What
was this but declaring that she did not consider the ulti-
mate Refusal of Russia & Austria as any Impediment to her
own Ratification and consequently at that time, about a
fortnight or 3 weeks ago, Ancillon did not conceive that
the Hefussal of one of the Partles cancelled the Treaty.

Besides independently of the gross absurdity of such a
Doctrine it is at variance with vecent Transactions in ‘
Europe. Spain would not for two years sign or ratify the
Treaty of Visnna though she appears in the Freamble as one
of the Contracting Parties, but will Prussia say that on
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that account there is no such Instrument in existence asg
the Treaty of Vienna, Pray tell Wurther & beg him to make
it known to his Court, that nothing can equal our Astonishw
ment & Indignation at this Communication from Ancllion, ex-
cept our Surprise that any statesman should endeavour to
shelter the Vielation of = positive Ingagement behind so
wretched an execfise, VWe are to have a Cabinet on Friday to
consider the Course which we ought to pursue on this unex-
ampled Occurrence & we S8hall then determine what shall be
the nature of our Communications to Berlin, Vienna & pPeters-
burg. The Probablility id4 that from Prussia we shall claim

she w ould ratify before the 15th of Jan, That we shall tell
her that whether she & the other two do so or not, we shall
not thereby think ourselves absolved from our Engagement,

That 1f France & England ratify, the Treaty will be
carried into Effect notwithstanding the breach of Failth on
the Part of Prussia & Austria; but the Quintuplie Alliance
will be dissolved ang upon Prussia will be the Responsibility
of any Inconvenience bresent or future which that Dissolution
way bring upon her, M, Ancillon we well know, is a great
Disciple of the Ultra School of Polities, but he ought well
to consider whether his Subserviency on this occasion to
Russia may not split Europe into Two Parties, The Three
Eastern Powers on the one 81lde & the two Western on the
other & whether the inevitable Conflict of these two Parties
when once so arrayed against sach other, is likely to be
favourable to bthose Principles & that System which he would
wish to protect, There will be no harm in betraying my
Rellections to Wurther & in letting him understang that, to
use the Paris Phrase, this affair is trés grave,

Austria has never made any Fromise to us & therefore to
her we can only urge general considerations of European
Policy; the certainty of War if she follows in the train of
Russis, and the obligation under which every Governmant 1is,
to assign very strong and adequate Reasons for refusing to
Ratify the Art, of a Plenipotentiary,

There will be no Difficulty in proving that the 14
Articles are perfectly consistent with the Bases de Separw
ation accepted by Holland & with Subsequent Communications
made to us by the Duteh Govt & that consequently we are
entitled to c¢laim the Duﬁ%%_ﬁing*s assent to them & the
Treaty is nothing but the Articles. By the bye I cannot
understand Ancillon's Proposal thet the Conference should
frams a Treaty for Holland & Belgiwa founded upon the 24
Articles & then impose it upon the two Partiles, this is
preclsely what we have done, & what Prussia it seems now
demura to abide Byes DBut the Honour of the Fowers is comme
ltted, They cannot now retract, & there is nothing left
for it but to ratify & Execute the Treaty or to tear Treaty,
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Protocols & all; break up the Conference, and gilve the
Signel for a General Scramble; and I should like %o
know how Prussia would come off out of the Scuffle, She-
might reply upon 1t we would not help her, whoever else
we mlght assist.

I wish you would also talk seriously to Appony upon the
incalculable Mischief which will come from hls Court &
Prussia refusing to ratify.

The Affair has gone too far for such a Retraction now
& unless the Treaty is carrled promptly into Execution, 1t
i1s next to impossible that a (General War can be avolded;
and & War in which England will certainly not be wlth the
Three Powers,

Put will Russia whose passionate Polliey wlll have drawn
them into the War, be able effectually to asslst them In
it; could she in her present state of Exhaustion send Armles
to the Rhine; if she eould, would her Polish & Lithuanilan
Provinces in the rear of her Armles be perfectly safe &
tranguil ? What would be the effect of any Hilltery re-~
verse upon all that great Mass of Discontent & would Austria
wish to see fresh Disturbances spring up behind her,

In such a War & so occasloned would Austria depend upon
the Co~operation of the smaller (erman States in her Front,
Would that Constitutional Spirlt which even now alarms her
Cabinet and which her Government are lakouring Night and
Day to find the means of Suppressing, Be more likely teo
range 1ltself on her Side or on that of France, when England,
France & belglum are contending on one Hand and Austria,
Russia & Priéssie and the King of the Netherlands on the
other, Thelr little Luxembourg Jealousy would soon be &abw
sorbed in deeper seated feelings,

what would ke the Effect In Italy of a War of Principle
between Austria & France, Austria has deelared to the King
of Holland her Intention to ratify, though she has not
thought filt to make any Communicatlion upon that Subject to
us, That Declaratlion is well known & she would therefore
if she retracted, prove herself to be only a Satellite of
Russie instead of a great & leading European Power,

There will be no harm in putting these Considerations
strongly to Appony for the benefit of hils Government,
Metternich is Jjealous of Wessenbourg & would be glad bto
have an opportunlty of throwing him over besides that he
does not llke the Treaty, or the gemeral Arrangement to
which he feels the objection which is shared By all the
Three Powers, namely, that 1t sanctlons Revolti.

But that being the Fealing of letternich, we nust use
every means to counteract it and to work upon him By opp-
osite Considerations,
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As to Russia, any little we can do with her, must be
effected at Petersburg.

My dear Granville
Yrs sincerely

Palmerston.

GC/GR/1380 For, Office
50 Dec 1881

My dear Granville,

I think by Talleyrand's Tone & by what
he says to me that we may consider the Foritress dlspute
as good as settled, He wishes the Four Powers to commun~-
icate it to France by a note contalning some Civil Express~
ions, & some Assurances that 1t means nothing hostile to
France, and to that we can have no Objectlon, & we shall
prepare such & Communication, You wlll see by the Coples
I send you that we have thought 1t right to send off %o
Berlin & Vienna tp press for the Ratificatlons of these
two Courtg and I still hope we shall get them,

Lieven tells me today that he has nothing from his Court
that bears out Ancillon's Assertion that the Emperor has
positively refused to ratify: nay, Lleven's expectatlon is
thet he will end by doing so, '

fe says that unluckily the 24 Articles reached Hoscow
before | Nessch. . ?] arrival there & that the Emperor's
opinion then was therefore formed upon perscnal fgelings
and without his ilnlsters! advice; and unluckily Nea3ch,f]
had left iloscow to return to l'etersburg a day or two beflore
the Arrival of the Hessenger who brought the Emperor the
Treaty so that a second Time the Emperor was left at an
important lMoment to hie own Impressions, But he thinks
that when Nicholas returns to Petersburg he will be in-
duced to take a sounder View of the Treaty & of the, uitmost,
Necessity which led his Plenipotentiaries to slgn 1t.

I have settled wlth Talleyrand that as 1t 1s lwmportant
for us tec lknow before Farliament meets again, how we stand
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as to Ratification, he will so arrange it, thet the
Strasburg Telegraph shall transmit to Peris and Calais
any short Dispatch which Forbes & Chad may send, to
announce whether Austria & Prussia will or will not Ratlify,
You may communicate Confidentially to Perler my dlsge-
patches to Chad & Forbes, omitting perhaps the Sentence in
Chad'!'s which mentions the peculiar degree of Co-operation
petween Englend & Prussia in the Conference, lest it should
inspire him with some Jealousy, I shall show or rather
read them to Talleyrand.

Yrs sincerely
Palmerston.
I have read both Dispatches to Buelow, Esterhazy & Wessen-
bourg, who came to me thils Evening all three together so

you may show them or not to thelr Colleagues at Paris as
you may think best,



